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• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



SAC, DETROIT 




noM^^jmB, CHICAGO {100-33683}^ y / 



w n. FA 

rv v *■* ■ * *■ if i * 



- / 



date: July 31, 1957 



SBCUROT MATTER - NOI 

00: Chicago 



ALL INFORMATION CO^WNED 

HEREIN « fSftJ 1 c 




As a result of a recent inspection of the Chicago 
Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort be made bo 
determine the whereabouts of W.D. FARD, reportedly the founder 
of the Nation of Islam (NOI). According to speeches and 
writings of ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, the National Leader of the NOI, 
"Allah" came to Detroit, Michigan from Mecca in 1930 in the 
person of one W.D. FARD and taught him for 3 years concerning 
Islam. According to MUHAMMAD, FARD was arrested by the Detroit 
Police Department in 1933* a ^ d shortly thereafter was asked to 
leave Detroit by the police department • MUHAMMAD claims that 
FARD continued to teach Islam in Chicago until 193U, at which 
time FARD disappeared and nothing about him has been heard 
since this time. 

The files of the Chicago Office Indicate that 
W.D, FARD, as WALLACE DON FARD, FBI # 56062, was arrested as 
WALLACE FARAD by the Detroit, Michigan Police Department on 
May 25, 1933, their number 45139, on a charge of INV. No 
disposition was given. 

The Identification Record for FARD ilso indicates 
that he was arrested by the Los Angeles, California Police 
Department as WALL IE FOR D, their number I6I4I18, on November 17* 
1918, on a charge of A'dW. No disposition was given* 



I 



^-Detroit HBH (HM) 
2-Los Angeles (HM) 
2-San Francisco (RM) 

1-Chicago (10$-33683) 






CG 100-33683 

This record also Indicates that FARD was received 
at the State Prison, San Quentin, California, as WALL IE D. 
FORD , their number Jj.231ij., on June 26, 1926 on a charge of 
VIOL. P0I3 Act. Disposition eiven 0 to 6 Tears. Mav 26. l<m. 
DISCH. 



^Iher entries on the FBI Identification Record 
are WALLEj y^#l6hli8 - Los Angeles. California, WA, sale, #lj.00 

rm> 1 ftPl HdTra . UAT.T.TPT PHPTl Ml A). Ii A T. rto ' An^al ao Pol * -P^wrt4 c. 

WA, POSS, March k, 19257 $1-00 or 1 day, March k, 1926. 
Additional aliases listed are WALLACE FORD and W.D. FARAD. 



The following is a description as furnished by 
the Detroit Police Department, their number ij.5l3B: 



Sex 

Race 

Age 

Weight 

Height 

Build 

Hair 

Eves 

w 

Rationality 



Male 
White 

33 years in 1933 

127 pounds 

S'6F 

Slim 

Black 

Maroon 

Arabian 



According to the FBI Identification Record, additional 
information in the files of the Bureau indicate birth place as 



C\ 1*1 a i*# rtvi 



. A A i>*\ !>" 



<n A ^ 4 Aw r 1 i 

lid- 1* j.v^ax± uj 



A ^ 4 a n m 



dark, scara and marks, small scar back of left hand, black mole 
right side of storpach. 

Detroit is requested to review the indices of_their 
Office for any pprtinem; information concerning W,D, FARD or 
WALLACE DON JT^e^^^t^LACE FARAD. Detroit is also requested to 
review records of the Detroit Police Department, their number 
vfy5l38# and ascertain circumstances concerning FARD*s arrest 

.^fo on May 25, 1933 and disposition thereof, and to furnish Chicago 
t *[ l \ a photograph if available. 
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Los Angeles is requested to review Los Angeles 
Police Department record number l61|ij-8, and advise Chicago 
of the circumstances surrounding the arrest of FARD for ADW 
and disposition thereof. It is also requested that a photograph, 
If available $ be furnished. 

San Francisco Is requested to contact officials 
at San Quentin Prison and review their file #^2314, and advise 

Chicago circumstances surrounding the incarceration of FARD, 
and if available, furnish a photograph. 

It Is requested that all Offices receiving copies 
of this letter ta» furnish^ the requested information by / j ' 

letter. / 
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SAG* Chisago {IOO«33683} August 29$ 1957 

/^•SAC, Detroit (100-26356) 

V. D, FARD# wa. Vallate pared 

811 • VOX 

Refarenee U node to rour letter of July 31* 1957* 
with reapeot to captioned ftubjeet. 

A review of Detroit Xndloee reflects that Ohiea*o 
has reeeivod all intolligonco available in tho f llos of thie 
Of f loo . 4^ 



Investigative Clorte 
1957 $ aeoertained fro* Patrols* 
Deparwaent, that Subjeot aa WAL 





August 9# 
Detroit Folioe 
ait Polio* 

Department #*513t*# **• arrested Hoy 25, 1933* oy that 
Depart»ent for Investigation at tho Fraywore Hotol at ohiof 
of tho Voodoos . FARAD wee then described ee age 33* 5* 8"* 
135 lbe, # Arabian anooatry # ainieter. Ho disposition 
appeared and no other detail* were available fro* the Detroit 
Folioe Departaent filee. A photograph of tabjoet obtained 
from the Detroit Folioe Departaent la bela* f orwarded as 
an eaeloeure herewith. 

A . 




>« i * 



Detro it. Michiga n, dfl AUIIUL 9, 1957* adviaed Inveatifative 
OlerkHBB^hat the filee of that department failed to 
refloat any record identifiable with instant Subject. 




OAT 





SmtcM 

Serl«l(E«t 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC r SAN >RAH 

W. D. FARD 
SK - HOI 

00 t CHICAGO 



8/27/57 



<3 



Cisco (loo-tt316£) 



HEREIN IS \if^Sl 




Rt Chicago lattar to Detroit dated Jaly 31, 1957* 



r 



On August 1?, 1<? ^7 » ^HI^HI^BIWP R * cord * Section, 
San Quant i n State Pf laaBt S*n txienEIna^alirornla» aade avail* 
abla to SMH^^^HHHfe information pertaining to VALUE 
D» FORD, San Quant in number I4Z3II4,* ] 

These retiorda reflect that under tha name of WAI.LIE D* 
FORD, indicated as the true nana of tha Subject, ha vaa received 
at San Quant in Penitentiary June 12, 1926, from Los Angelee 

County, California, where he had been convicted for a violation 

of tha State Poison Act* These records furthar indicated that 
FORD was born at Portland, Ore - on, on Febru&ry 2£, 1691, his 
father bein. ZARED FOHD ? mother, BEATRICE FORD, both of whom 
were born in Hawaii, zkRED FORD* 5 occupation was listad as 
operator of the Ford Bottling Worka, Honolulu, Hawaii* The 
followin dascription was noted relative to WALLIE D* FORD: 



White 

Cook ^ 

133 pounds 
Dark 
Maroon 
Black 

Harried 

One, e^e J> * 1926. 
Public schools, Portland, 

f Ore n on* 

J&Oi Mount Eagle Place, 

Las Angelas, California* 

When interviewed by California State Parole Authorities 
concerning his past, tha records indicate that FORD furnished 
information as foil test 



Raoe 

Occupation 

Height 

Weight 

Complexion 

Eyes 

Hair 

Marital Status 
Children 
Xduoatlon / 

Former Addrfe'aa 



2 - 

1 * 

2 - 




/ 

1 

Buraa* (RJtt) 

Ohl«ago (XdO-33683) (RK*) 
Detroit (Info) (REG) 
Lot Angelas (Info) (REG) 
San PranolBeo (100-^3165) 
(1 - 25-29X63) 




THOJ 



(• 



WV8 3<%C 



Be was bom in Portland* Or agon. In 1391, and 
lived in that city until 1913, at which time he moved 
to the Lm Angelas area where he resided until the time 

of his arrest* He serried HAZEL BART 01? in Lot Angelas 
and she was 26 years of age at that tim# One child 
restitaetf from this union* 

Acco rding to San Quentin records. District 

Attorney KEZES of Los Angeles County, prosecutor in 

the c ubjuetts case, made the following statement concern* 

ing the crime, "This defendant had in his possession 

dru£» which his partner EDWARD DONALDSON offered to 
sell to police officer* for &225>* They became suspicious 
when they detected one of the officer^ handcuffs and 
refused to go through with the deal* Officers found 
the drugs at F0RB f s place of business ** 

San Quentin records reflect that while in that 
institution, letters were received attesting to FORD'e 
good character from the following individuals, 

Mrs, HAZEL S* OSBORNE (former wife), Who stated 
in substance that FORD did not drink, siaoke, or gamble. 
He was morally a good man that because tee was tempermental* 
their marriage resulted in divorce* 

Mrs. MARY BROWN of Los Angeles, who stated that 
FORD had been *like one of our family for ten years* " 

Mr a. p.jSARL MORTON of I*os Angelea, who wrot» on 
May 23, 1927, "I, h*v» known hJUa for 11 yearsj wy 
setter and I h&vjo alwaya baen Tory fond of him,, « •always 

treat ad falm as »n« of tha family* •** 

While incarcerated at Pan Quentin, the Subject 
was employed in the Jute mill and as a road worker* 

San Quentin records indicate that FORD was 
released from San Quentin Kay 27* 1929* 

Information copies of this cocmuni cation are 
furnished Detroit and Los Angelas for assistance in their 
investigation of instant ease* 

j 

It is noted that the records ef San Quentin 
Prison are currently being consolidated with other state 



00009 381 




photograph of the Subject is Mailable at the present 
time* Efforts vlll be made In the immediate future to 
obtain a photograph of FORD from the State lecord' s 
Of flee at Vaoatille, California, when these records 
are filed and made available* 



LSAD 



saw wa awnr <vint 



AT VACAVILLE, CALIF \HNIA 

Will obtain ft photograph of WALUE D. FORD, 
San Quentln number lj.231It* 



■i 1 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



m y\ 
IVJ 



FROM 



. _ nnT / t /^i-v 



SAC, CHICAGO (IOO-33683) 



) 



t\ a rn*n» _ 



/0-3-sy 



SUBJECT 



W, D a FARD 

SECURITY MATTER - NOI 
0.0.* Chicago 



Mi INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




Reference San Francisco letter to Bureau 8/27/57* 

For the inf orroa tion of the Honolulu, Portland, and 
Washington Field Offices, as a result of a recent inspection 
of the Chicago Office, it was suggested that a concerted effort 
be made to determine the whereabouts of W. D. FARD, reportedly 
the founder of the Nation of Islam (NOI) . 

According to speeches and writings of ELIJAH MOHAMMAD, 
the National leader of the NOI T "ALLAH" came to Detroit ■ 
M ichigan, from Mecca in IQlfl ^ the person of one W. D. FARD, 
who taught him, MOHAMMAD, for three yeArs concerning Islam. 
MU HAMMAD claims that FARD taught Ta^ am in Detroit. Michigan , 
fr bm to 1933- at which time h e was asked to leave ttetroit 

by t he Detroit Police Department _a nd subsequently jcame to 
Chicago, Illinois* FARD taugnt is Tarn until 193k> at which time 
he disappeared and nothing has been heard from him since 
that time* MUHAMMAD has also indicated that FARD returned 
to Mecca* 



2 - 




2 
2 

2 
2 

1 



Bureau (REGISTERED) 
Detroit (100-263^6) (REGISTERED) 
Honolulu (AIR MAIL-REGISTERED ) 
Los Angeles (105-1^805) (REGISTERED) 
Portland (REGISTERED) 
San Francisco <(10Q-lj.3l6£) (REGISTERED) 



T74 Ml * 

A." .kW^U 



- Chicago 
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Investigation in this matter Indicates that W. D, 

FARD may be identical with one WALHEFORD-' FBI #^6062. who 

v _ _ " r 

was arrested on February 15* 1926, by the Los Angeles Police 
Department, their number 16448, for violation of the State 
Poison Act and subsequently received a sentence of one-half 
to six years at San Quentin Prison, San Quentin, California, 

J_t J 1 1 I. O-^l I. 

nuinuox" 4£i_5J_4o 

Relet indicates that the records of the San Quentin 
Prison, their number ^231^, for WALLIE D 6 FORD indicates that 
the subject was received at San Quentin PenTtentiary on 
June 12, 1926, from Los Angeles, California. These records 
indicate that FORD was born on February 2$, 1891, at Portland, 
Oregon, and his parents were listed as mother, BEATRICE FORD, 
and father, ZARED FORD, both of whom* were bora in Hawaii. 
Prison records reflect that ZARED FORD* a occupation was 
listed as the operator of the Ford Bottling Works, Honolulu, 
Hawaii. When interviewed by California State Parole Authorities 
concerning his past, the prison records indicated that FORD 
furnished information that he resided in Portland, Oregon, 

until his arrest in 1926o He married HAZEL BARTON, age 26, 
in Los Angeles during £his time and one child, , resulted 

*#m from this union. FORD was released from San Quentin on May 

27, 1929. { 



of FORD: 



The prison records reflect the following description 

Race : White 

Occupation: Cook 

Height: ; 5 f 6 3/8" 

Weight: ] 133 Ihs, 

Complexion: Dark 

Eyes: Maroon 

Hair: Black 

Marital Status: Married 

Children: One, age £ - 1926 

Education: Public schools, Portland, 

Oregon 

Former Address: kk 0 ^ Mount Eagle Place 

Los Angeles, California 
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The attention of the Detroit Offloe is called to 
Detroit letter to Chieago dated October 31 # 195?# *fa.lch 
enclosed three copies of an article of tt The American Journal 
of Sociology, 11 Volume XLIII, Ho. 6, May, 1938, entitled, 
"The Voodoo Cult Among Negro Migrants in Detroit, 11 by one 
ERDfiMANN DOANE BENTON, This article vaa obtained from the 
Detroit Board of Education and contains Information relating 
to the background of the NOI concerning its origination and 
beliefs* A review of this article indicates that the author, 
BEHT2T0N, apparently wrote this article in August, 1937* and 
it la beligwrH t hat BENTON may have had at t *»*fc tfr m c some 
donne ct ion With the University or Michigan, inasmuch as at 
the end of the article there appeared the words, "University 
of Michigan** 1 

All offices receiving copies of this letter are 
requested to condubt investigation set forth and reply by 

OFFTCfE 



AT ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 



\ 



Will make inquiry at the University of Michigan to 
determine if HIDMANN DOANE BEtTTON was ever enrolled or employed 
at the University of Mi oh ig an. If a record is located, inquiry 
should be made of BENYON 1 s former associates and at the 
alumni office to determine if his present whereabouts are 
l known* If HENTON is located in the Detroit Division, he should 
\ be interviewed for all information he may possess concerning 
\ W. D. FAR D and the Nation of Islam. Special attention should be 
\paid to BENYON r s sources of the information appearing to. His 
jartlcle and to any notes, documents or other research material 
/he may have retained. If BENYON does not hovreside vithln the 
/Detroit Division, a lead should be set for his interview as 
I outlined above. j 
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HONOLULU OFFICE 

AT HONOLULU, HAWAII 

Will determine if there is, or ever was, a 
Ford Bottling Works located in Honolulu. If so, will 
determine who the present officers of this company are, 
and will interview them concerning ZARED and BEATRICE 
FORD and concerning WALL IE D. FORD, It should be deter- 
mined whether the FORDs or any of their relatives ere 
still alive and if any information concerning WALLIE D 0 
FORD is known. If any relatives or if WALLIE D. FORD 
are located, consideration should be given to inffcer viewing 
them to determine if WALLIE D. FORD is identical with W* D. 
FARD, and, if so, for any information concerning his 
founding of the NOI. If Honolulu is not in possession of 
Information concerning W. D. FARD's founding of the NOI 
and such information Is necessary to conduct an interview, 
Honolulu should request same from Chic ago • 

Credit and criminal checks concerjiing ZARED 
FORD, BEATRICE FORD and WALLIE D. FORD should be conducted, 
if deemed advisable 0 

i 

LOS ANGELES OFFICE 

at los Angeles, California 

It Is noted that records at San Quentin Prison 

reflect that WALLIE D, FORD had been married to HAZEL E* 
OSBORN at Los Angeles, possibly around 1920, and that they 
were divorced sometime prior to 1926. It is also notfrd that 
FORD was the father of one child which would have been five 
years of age In 1926. 

Los; Angeles should check marriage records to 
attempt to locate a record of the marriage of WALLIE D. FORD 
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and HAZEL E, OSBORNE, possibly around the year 1920o 

Los Angeles should also check birth records for the child 
born to FORD and should check divorce records for 

information concerning FORD*s divorce from OSBORNE • From 
these records all background information concerning FORD, 
OSBORNE and the child should be obtained. Logical 
investigation should then be conducted to locate OSBORNE 
and the child 0 If they can be located, they should be 
interviewed for all information they can furnish about 
WALLIE D. FORD* 



PORTLAND OFFICE 

AT PORTLAND, OREGON 

T *i T r 1 "1 "1 nwA'pS. 4* J^i. "I n n 4- n n V» -t "H-» *• A A 

J. J. d V tX J- Xtiulw y W -L -L. CI Lr W^JUA^ V W J_U\> & ^ CI U J-A Ull X Q LV i 

for WALLIE D. FORD reportedly born February 2$, 1891 1 at 
Portland, Oregon 0 

If available $ will review Public School records 
for any information identifiable with FORD and report 
information contained therein, 

\ 

r 

If deemed logical, will conduct credit and criminal 

checks concerning FORD a*id his father and mother $ ZARED and 
BEATRICE FORDo " ^ 



SAN FRANCISCO OFFICE 



AT SAN QUENTIN, CALIFORNIA 

Will check the subject's record at San Queutin 
Prison to determine if there were any addresses listed for 
HAZEL E fl OSBORNE, MARY BROWN. PEARL MORTON, all of Los 
Angeles 9 California, who corresponded with FORD during his 
incarceration at San Quentin 0 
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WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 



*m u»ouTvriiiiAH Ti n 



Will make inquiry at the Passport Division of the 

State Department for any record identifiable with W. D. FARD 
or W. D s FARAD or W. FARD MOHAMMED or MUHAMMAD „ 
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a TDimrr a to matt - OTrnTcrpTrDTTn 

nj.Ul Jj_U nj.ll 1 T LMJ_JJ ~ liiAIJLUXUitUU 



TO: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



PROM: 
RE: 



SAC 




) 



CHANGED 



V***"' \L D."'"Foga | '~Pred Dodd 
SM - NOI I *" 
(00: CHIClGO) 

Re Chicago lie tter to Bureau 10/V57 

w ^ — . . _ _ . _ . , _ , 



ALL INF0R\""lCN CONTAINED 
HEREIN iS L-NCLASSiFi ' 



<6 



The title of this case Is being marked "Changed" and 
the aliases WALLACE FORD, W. D. FORD and FRED DODD, as furnished 
by his former common-lav/ wife, and the name of WALLEI FORD, as 



added to the title. 



Records of the Lo s Angeles Count y Birth Index were 
caused to be searched by SEVH^^HHHB °n 10/15/57 for the 
period from 1911 through 1927, andTthe following birth record 
was located: 

Records 1920, volume 173 , page 7850: Birth of one 
WALLACE DODD FORD, ma" 1 3 child, born on 9/1/20 at the MacDonald 
Sanitarium; father - WALLACE FORD, 347 South Flower Street, 

3 - Bureau (AM - REGISTERED ) 

Chicago (IOO-33083) (AM - REGISTERED) 
Detroit (100-26356 } (Info. ) (REGISTERED ) 
Honolulu ' ( Info . . ) (REGISTERED ) 
Portland (AM - REGISTERED ) 
Richmond (End. 1) (AM - REGISTERED) 
San Francisco ( 100-43165) (info. ) (REGISTERED) 

WdoHwnfn^ "GM n~\ A f AM OT?rtTCfnT7T5Tm ^ 

Los Angeles (1 - 105-4805) 
(1 - 105-2604) 



2 - 



1 
2 
2 
1 

2 

2 
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SEARCH 
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Los Angeles; race white, age 26, born in New Zealand, occupation _ 

Flower Street, race white, age 25, born state of New York, 
occupation - none. The birth was certified on 9/2/20 by HARLEY 
E. M&cDONALD, physician, with offices at 1521 South Hope Street, 
Los Angeles. 

Attached to the above birth certificate was an amend- 
ment to the certificate dated 7/10/40, filed by HAZEL FORD 
EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street, Los Angeles, mother of WALLACE 
DODD FORD, who was born in the city of Lbs Angeles on the first 
day of September, 1920, as stated in the certificate of birth 

filed by HARLEY E. MacDONALD on 9/2/20, The amended birth 
certificate changed the original certificate to read: Full 
name of child, WALLACE MAX FORD; occupation of mother changed to 

nuori Vi r\i i o £iT*r-i -Pa Af*-fM anf r\ "P rV^ aV\rtua Qwaw^fl^ V*-t v»4-Vi rt&-rt4-4 -fM r* +■ o 

was HAZEL FORD EVELSIZER of 4?76 Hub Street. It was sworn to 
on 7/1/40. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER of 4776 Hub Street also sub- 
scribed to the above information on 7/1/40 before notary public 
in and for the County of Los Angeles, State of California. 

^HHHm caused a check to be made on 
10/15/57 of the Los Angeles County Marriage Records for the 
period 1/1/12 through 12/31/26, and of the Los Angeles County 
Superior Court Divorce Records for 1/1/14 to 12/31/30, and 
no record of marriage or divorce was' found between' FARD or 

FORD and HAZEL BARTON, HAZEL FORD or HAZEL OSBORNE, 

Mrs. CLIFFORD EVELSIZER,, who stated that her full 

liUin »— HWU ilJim.MJ J_TU L X Vll X' \J± LJS VJUi^Vl kAH J_i UV rfJ-J t _ J _L x ' U. T L, VV O-O 111 l/Ci V -L. ^ ITU t Isi. 




at her re sidence, 47?6 Hub Street, Los Angeles, by SA^^^ 
4flHHfe on October ^7, 1957* at which time she ifurnished the 
f c^lowins information: 

Her maiden name was HAZEL BARTON. In 1919 in Los 

Angeles she met WALLACE FORD who was operating a cafe at 

34? South Flower Street, Los Angeles . HAZEL began living with 
him and their residence was an apartment above the cafe, A 
male child was born on 9/1/20 in Los Angeles and was named 
WALLACE DODD FORD. In 1921 or 1922 she moved out on FORD and 
took the child with her. She continued to live In Los Angeles. 
Her second "husbtod" was OSBORNE who lived six months and died, 
and then she met' her third "husband," CLIFFORD EVELSIZER, with 

111 ii "W±H ******* -i» *W k*> ^ ^t- m*- <fc Jf-j . \/JJJ. 4l A V* J*-l V J J .* J J ' ' * * I J, V <_* J. V -A- ^ V* 

employee of the city of Los Angeles. 



00018 3 7* 



I 



LA 105-4805 



The child of FORD, WALLACE DODD FORD, later known as 
WALLACE MAX FORD, was in the U. S. Coast Guard during World 

lifavt TT Qnrl mqq H 11 or] of MVimron Pnfl r\ CJ TTn r»0*i rrt 3 on ft /ilC* 

HAZEL has documentary proof of death of child as set out above. 

Information re subject's criminal record under Los 
Angeles Police Department No. 16^7 is set out in Los Angeles 
letter to Chicago dated 8/26/57. WALLEI FORD was arrested by 
the LAPD on 11/17/18 for assault with a deadly weapon and 
was released. He was again arrested on i/20/26 for violation 
of the Woolwine Act (California prohibition lav/), possession 
and sale. On 3/V26 he was sentenced to a one dollar fine or 
one day in jail on count 1 and to a four hundred dollar fine 
or 180 days in L 1ail on count 2* On 2/15/26 he was arrested 
for the third time by the LAPD for violation of the State 
Poison Act - a felony. He was sentenced on 5/28/26 to a 

San Quentin State Penitentiary on 6/12/26* He was released 

from San Quentin on 5/27/29. 

HAZEL described FORD as male, white. New Zealander, 
exact age unknown, 5 ! 8 1! > 1^0 pounds, slender build, black 
curly hair, black eyes, beautiful even teeth, straight nose, 
Caucasian features, no visible scars, extremely swarthy 
complexion, had the appearance of a very dark complected 
Mexican. 

HAZEL advised that FORD had come to Los Angeles from 
Oregon at least four or five years before she met him in 1919 
and had been operating his cafe at 3^7 South Flower Street, 

U J~U- bX ^ VL J- i J.^j U± au> l> ^/b,L -J- \J U , -X' WX X .1 Y J. WW _l_ U i*W<k W** *t~n 

about his background. He never mentioned his date or place 
of birth, education,; parents, brothers or sisters. On one 
occasion she found an old letter addressed tb him under the 
name of FRED DODD in Salem, Oregon, By reading the letter she 
knew without question in her mind that FRED DODD and WALLACE 
FORD were Identical; however, he always used the name WALLACE 
FORD while she knew him in Los Angeles, 

HAZEL recalled that a girl, name unknown, told her 
in about 1919 or 1920 that she, the girl, had helped FORD 
write letters to hi3 parents in New Zealand because FORD 
had very little /education and had trouble with his correspon- 
dence, Accordirig to HAZEL this unknown girl had been a waitress 

From this and from the birth certificate on the child HAZEL 
assumed that FORD came from New Zealand. 
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HAZEL recalled that In 1919 when she first moved in 
with FORD he mentioned that he had been married, possibly in 

f\ v* * -H* o +- 4- V\ a -vt a Vsa/nvi Vv-t 4- ■+- n vi* 4-4 *-*v* on "CI/*YDT\ 

had been unable to obtain a divorce, and that was one of the 
reasons she and FORD were never married. FORD had a boy of 
this marriage. HAZEL thinks the boy was born sometime prior 
to 1914 or 1915, possibly in Oregon. 

In 1926 FORD, while operating his cafe, was 
associated with a man who was half Chinese, and the two of 
them sold narcotics for which they were arrested and both 

.Q fin +■ f~/~v nv)"l a r\r~i H^Vxa r\-f-Vi <an r\ x*ro a no r»/^ 1 "k-> i +■ TPi^iDPi 4- rsl ^ 

a v w pi w vi i * jli.lv*. v iui u ivu,l> vs^. ^ u , uu u a" vi u/ u^j.u 

HAZEL that he would serve out his time and did not want a 
parole as he wanted to be a free man when he was released. 

After his release from San Quentin on 5/27/29 FORD 
went to Chicago and was in Chicago and Detroit from then until 
1932 when FORD visited HAZEL, her present husband and the 
child in Los Angeles. FORD was driving a 1929 Model A Ford 
coupe with California license plates. FORD had white sheets 
over the seats of the car * He left the sheets with HAZEL, 
saying that he would not need them any more as he was going 
back to New Zealand. FORD gave no explanation as to why he 
used white sheets. On this singular visit FORD advised HAZEL 
and her family that he was only eating one meal a day and 
that this was his new way of life. HAZEL advised that FORD 
was wearing his hair long and full in the back. Previously 
he had always had a short conventional haircut. 

FORD said that since hl& release from San Quentin 
he had been selling doctors' supplies. During this visit in 
1932 FORD gave HAZEL a small box containing self r- threading 
needles. This box wis postmarked 4/28/30 from the Marcellene 
Chemical Company, 1900 West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, 
and was addressed to W. D.'FORD, General Delivery, Chicago, 
Illinois. HAZEL gave the box to the interviewing agent and 
the same is being retained in the Los Angeles file in instant 
case, 

HAZEL advised she corresponded with FORD from 1929 
to 1932. All of her letters were addressed to him care of 
General Delivery* in either Chicago, Illinois or Detroit, Michigan 
She corresponded with FORD on an average of once or twice a 
year. She tried to get FORD to send money for the support of 
the child. HAZEL recalls that when FORD did write he said he 
had no money to send. 
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political, economic, social or religious beliefs, and that 
he had never indicated any interest in such things. 

Mr. and Mrs. EVELSIZER are leaving Los Angeles on 

10/21/57 for a winter vacation in trailer parks in Florida. 
They will return to Los Angeles on 4/15/58. In the interim 
they can be contacted through P.O. Box 42-554, York Station, 
Los Angeles 42, California. 

Enclosed with this airtel to Richmond is a copy of 

relet. 

LEADS 

Copies of this airtel are being furnished to Detroit, 
Honolulu and San Francisco for their information in view of 
the pending investigation in those offices. 

PORTLAND OFFICE 

Will check marriage records in an effort %o locate 

a marriage for FORD sometime prior to 1914 or 1915* 

RICHMOND OFFICE 

Will contact ti.s Marcellene Chemical Company, 1900 
West Broad Street, Richmond, Virginia, and obtain any background 

uru^auiuii uiic^y ina.j' nave uuiiuexuixiig une ouujecb, nu LJ-iig uiiclu 

they were in contact with him on 4/28/30 and th^t he was 
allegedly selling doctors 1 supplies during that period. 

WAS HINGTON FIELD OFFI CE f 

Will check INS records for any information concerning 
the subject, noting that he allegedly came from New Zealand. 

mm. 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 

'' SAC, SAM FRANCISCO (100-^1$$) 

r 

tf.D. FARD 
SM-MJI 

(QO Chicago) 

Re San Franc! ace 1 titer to Bur emu 6/27/57, end 
Chic* 90 utter to Bureau, 10/3/57* 

On 10/4/S7 ^HHHMP Identification Officer, 
Grul dance and Reception cenler, California Medico! rect i ltv. A 
Vacaviiie, California made available to St^tmmlHflfl^fc a ~v 

photograph of WALLY d. FORD, SQ>42314» wfalchphoT^^Rtated 
wit taken In June 1926 when the Subject was received at tec 
reception center* 




■V- 



stated Lhikt his r« cords indicate that the 
Subject was er^elied In Detroit. Michigan^ifcair; number 4513d 
• D ^^^rO^SJK* charge of Invest 1 gat ioa. suggested <£> 

that WeVY^Tff'authorltles night have a more recent photograph r 
eJ* the Subject* The aforementioned photograph it enclosed 

: v.*. M - : - 

Qn 10/9/57. VflVommmmmmmml Record * Section* San 
Quant in Prison advised that tne^rrfWr records contain At 
Let Angeles addressee for MARY BROWN or PEARL MORTON. The 
only address contained in the San wuentin file for HAZEL 
OSBORNE* nee BARTON* wet listed as 4401 Mount fcagle Place. 
Los Angeles* California* 



LEAD 



OCTROI T OFFICE 



AT DETROIT. MICHIGAN 



M.I INfWHON C0NTA8O 
HfREtN IS UNOA3SIFI 



r 



bill attempt to locate through the files of the Detroit 
PD under PD #45133 a more recent- ptotograph of the Subject. 



- RUC - 




Bureau 

Chicago (hncl. 1) 

Detroit 

Los Angeles 

San francieco (100-34156) 

125-29163) 
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/ 



Slroetor, FBI 



Ootober 22, 



\ 



INFORMATION 



HEREIN IS ONCLASSIOED 




V. D* FUD, we*. 
8H • SOI 
00* OTICAOO 

...Jb> Ban Franelooo let tar to *nroa» lnetant caption 
Wl|/|7 *»d Loo angola* airtol to Snroan iMitaat east ion 

Befereneod Ban Franolaoo letter sett out a lead 
for tho Detroit Office to locate a file at the Sotrolt 
Folioe Sopartaent on captioned individual ante* Detroit 



rv ■ 



LfitO 



V 99. 00*»M» » 



Shu puo^vgrkp 



of tho Subject 




For tho lnf omat lan_jaf__fck e Bureau and San Franc i too 
t 9. 19 57. IC ^AHaMHt eeeartnined fro* Fatrolnan 
Detroit ToXiee Department, that Sub ject aa 



m uecroiv ronee paper ueenv, vaav one jeers mm 
, Detroit PD lo. kSltf* vai arreeted iay 25, 



1.933* 07 that department for Inweatigatioa at tho Prayaoro 
Hotel aa Chief of the Toodoon* FARAD wae than doaoribed 



Hated a* ainleter. lo dlapoiitloa appeared and no 
other detail a were available from tho polloo departawnt 
t Ilea. A photograph of tho Subject van obtained from tho 
Detroit Police Department and wan forwarded to tho Chicago 



i« nuu Eto;«oa saav one pnvfOKiisD 
of tho Subject In 1*33. 



I 



'^^ft»»f oroiirtho 4soad ««t »ta ye f c i o n ee d 
Franalooo lettar to looat* tho ahoro aon tinned fUa will 
not bo dona aa tfhao provlewily Wan handlad. 

fJUDIBTfiOD) 





Detroit 





t. . :v . 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : 

FROM, : 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 
SAC, CHICAGO (JpO-33683) 
"CHANGED" 

WALLACE DO/J FORD, was., 
W. D. Fmrf, "Allah", 
Mohammad /All, *'red Dodd, 
Wall Far.rad, Wallace F ara d, 
W. D. F^raud, Walls i Ford, 
Wall Mohammad, F. Mohammad -All, 
Far r ad /Mohammad 
SECURITY MATTER - NOI 
00 - Chicago 



DATE: /0/30/$^ 



/ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE£4SASBY i ^_U 



<1 




D A PU4a^«a ^ ^ *4 ^ U J. ^ TlJ J -5 J JJ in,_J_ % *V 

a\w \>n ivj. ti^u 10 u tor ^irwtor aaxea uc "co oer 3 * 

1957* Los Angeles airtel to Director dated October 18, 1957. 

The title of this case is being marked "Changed" 
to list the subjects true name, as WALLACE DON FORD and 
to include all aliases by which he has been known. This 
name and list of aliases was obtained from a review of the 
Chicago files, however* documentation for each of the above 
aliases is not being included in this letter* 

The subject shall be referred to hereafter in 
this letter as W. D. FARD. 



2 

2 

1 
2 
2 




Bureau (REGISTERED) 
Baltimore (REGISTERED) 
Detroit (100-26356) (REGISTERED) 
Portland BREGISTERED ) 
Richmond (Info) (REGISTERED) 
Washington Field (REGISTERED) . 
Chicago (\ 
- 25-20607 2 



J 



I 
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For the Information of Baltimore, the following 
information concerning the Nation of Islam la being supplied: 

According to the speeches and ; writings of ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD, the National leader of the NOI, "Allah" came to 
Detroit, Michigan, from Mecca in 1930, in the person of 
one W. D. PAHD, and taught MOHAMMAD for three years concerning 
Islam. MUHAMMAD claims that FAHD taught Islam in Detroit, 



1 n o o 



u xi ua Lie? was 



to leave Detroit by the Detroit Police Department. He 

subsequently came to Chicago, Illinois, where he taught 
Islam until 193^> at which time he disappeared and nothing 
has been heard from him since ♦ MUHAMMAD has Indicated that 
FARD returned to Mecca. In the current philosophy of the 
NOI, W, D. PARD is referred to as the founder of' the N0.I 
and the Savior of the "so-called 11 Negro, 



review of Chicago files: 



The Moorish Science Temple of America (MSTA) 
flourished In Chicago in the late 1920* s under the leadership 
of a Negro calling himself NOBLE DREW ALL During World 
War II the Bureau conducted extensive investigation of 
the MSTA because of . the possibilities of Japanese influence,^ 
in that organization. 



S - 



The attention of 
to the report of SA- 
at Detroit entitled 

INTERNAL SECURITY -' 



Detroit Division Is drawn { \ 

d Jfarch 16, 19i|3, '" 
was., ET AL; 
.EDITION; 



OVERTHROW OR DESTRUCTION OF THE/ GOVERNMENT" , Detro it f ile 
^6fe03 A Page \ of this re 
nterviewedi 

t, Michi 

.dvlsed J^^^^^^^^^^^^^B of the MSTA Temple' 
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Pontiac, Michigan. According toH^HHI^HHl several 
years previously an individual by tn^nam^olT l ARD (phonetic) 9 
whom he believed to be an Algerian, was Instrumental in 
having many members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves 
with a group which he referred to as ,T Mooselems" . 

iiiay uiic uxuua^u unii>o xa xn puaaocj axt-rii <j4, a. u--c. 

report dated December 30, 1950, at Detroit, Michigan^ which 
reflects that in 1930 a man calling himself W. D. FAHD took 
over a group of Negroes which- had been organized by another 
Negro named NOBLE D. 0LLIE + W. D. FARD is reported to be 
the organizer of both the NOI ' and an organization known 
as the Developme nt of Our Own, " 

The Chicago Division is also in possession of an 
ONI report dated October 13, 191+2 - which lists one ABDUL 
MUHAMMAD, a "first of f leer 17 'of the NOI in Detroit, as 
having been the host of one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI, founder 
of the Japanese "Black Dragon Society" 9 Apparently, 
TAKAHASHI and ABDUL MUHAMMAD resided together in Detroit 
in the early 1913U 1 4 In this connection, the attention 
of the Detroit Division Is directed to their file 6> 2-709 
on an individual named NAKA NAKANE, wa M SatakataTakahashi. ^ 
Detroit should further refer to the report ^f_SAtf^fl|Bttt ° A 

dated Ma rch 30j 19U-0 > . at Detroit In thiVTS^WHTcn 
report reflects tfrat NAKANE was Instrumental in the format 
of an organization known as the " Development of Our Own" 
Page 58 In this report reflects tfiat on June 29, 1939, 
TAKAHASHI was arrested for Illegal entry and attempted 
bribery of United States Immigration inspector. Upon 
interview by a Bureau Agent following his conviction for 
bribery, TAKAHASHI stated that in 1930 in Tftcoma, Washington* 
he became acquainted with a Negro Minister, JOHN WHITE* 
Upon going to Detroit from Taooma, in the early 1930*3, 
TAKAHASHI contacted one ABDUL MUHAMMAD because MUHAMMAD 
had written WHITE requesting that a Japanese work among 
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but left because he considered him a fraud. Page 60 

of this report reflects that ABDUL E flJHAMMAD is deceased , 

^ QtM ^jILjII*^ l^,., FJH *^istit tt^ylujrTC No source i6 SJWWI1 for 
this inf ormati on . " — 




■ -m 

r 




The attention of the Detroit Division is further 
direc ted to Detroit Jil e number I ff _0- 6.7 81 and to the report 
^of SA^BMHB^ dated October 27, 191+2, at 

Detroit entitled "FOREIGN INSPIRED AGITATION AMONG THE 
AMERICAN NEGROES IN THE DETROIT DIVISION". Page 5 of 
uthis report reflects that on September 9, 19^2, one 

ft#OUffi ^ A?PACAKIS was intervi ewe d at Detroit by SAs^ 

"^ ^^^ ^n3jg^BBUmi:i: which time he stated 
that he was National Executive Secretary of the organization 
known as the "Development of Our Own". APPACANIS joined 

the organization in about 1935 * when it was under the 

leadership of one MUHAMMAD, who died in about 1935. APPACANIS 
stated ths^MlMAMMAD's wife, af ter his death, had told 
him that MUHAMMAD had taken one SATAKATA TAKAHASHI into 

his home when TAKAHASHI was ill at which time TAKAHASHI 
learned the principles of MUHAMMAD 1 s organization and 
when he was well^ approached" MUHAMMAD, with the thought 
in mind ~ " that the two of them could utilize the 

organization to make a great deal of money, MUHAMMAD 1 s 

wife related that I^UHAMMAD refused this approach. 

A copy of this ^ letter is being directed to the 



j-iiYDs ligation 



X3 4 aIa m v>l J T\* *»4 n 4 n « 4 ^4-4 ^ « 4 « „ 

is presently pending in that Division, 

Request of Bureau 

l xhe bureau is requested to review their indices 

and furnish Chicago with all information appearing concerning 

the subject under the known aliases listed in the title 

of this letter. In view of the implications furnished in 

this letter th£t W„ D. PARD may possibly have been instrumental 



- k - 
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In the founding of the organization known as the "Development 

of Our Own 11 , the Bureau la requested to consider having our 

Attache at Tokyo determine If NAKANE, Who was reported 

deported from the United States to Japan, is still alive /&6-/£S5y-$ 

and If so to interview him for any information he might ' 

possess concerning D, FARD, 

Undeveloped Leads ^ 

The Baltimore Division 

Will check the files of G-2 for all information 
appearing concerning W. D* FARD and especially for any 
information appearing concerning his founding of the NOI 
and the "Development of Our Own", If the source of the 
information appearing in the G-2 report dated December 30, 
1950 at Detroit, mentioned above, is shown, should determine 
If that source is available and be contacted by the Bureau 0 

The Detroit Division 

Will attempt to^lo^ate^^jld.. 
who was reported in 19^3 to have been^^^^^_^, 
MSTA Temple at PontjLac, Michigan, 1 j ^HHBH^^^ 13 r\ 

located, he should be thoroughly IntervTewe^roiTLTl Information 
he possesses concerning the fact that one FARD led a schism 
from the MSTA. He-' should be shown a photograph of W, D, FARD, 
Detroit Police Department Number lj.£l3o, to determine If 
this Is the person that led the schism from the MSTA, 
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The Detroit /division should thoroughly review 
their file on SATAKATA TAKAHASHI to determine If the ABDUL 
MU HAMMAD mention ed in that f ile couIdTe identical wTO 
W f l. PAHD a nd at temp t to identi ry"T5rth er this ABDUL 
MnTTA^MflTT flnd"tQ^J_nrtja^ft t-.vift ftnur^ nf the information , 
indicating tliat^ABDU L MUHAMMAD died in an. insane asylp n.'-'^ L h 

The Detroit Division is requested to attempt 
to locate thejDUSHA APPACANIS mention ed in th is lette r, 
and, if they are able to Toe ate him, he shouldHBe interviewed 
for all Information he possesses concerning^Jl^^ He 




shouldjfcie-^hown^.^ ^^._PARD3^^termine if 

W._ D*_EARD ^t*^idaiitio^^i^ In this connection 

It is noted that the Detroit "SfTlce~was formerly office of 
origin in the investigation of the organization known as 
the T1 D e vel Qpm a nt , sif^Ou r Own", Detro it Of fice should r_3Y_iew 
this _file__to determlne~If^w\ D^_ FARD was . w^UL^^ 8 * 3 ^^ 1 
in^g^f^"^^ s o rgan! z alfi on jas ^WAeL^Sfiorte^ln" tfie 'Q^ y) 

a bove mentionedlP2 * *ApnyE~; . . - . y 

The Portland Division 



Reference is made to the lead set forth to the 
Portland Division in referenced Los Angeles airtel# The 
Portland Division Is requested to attempt to locate a 
marriage for W. D, PARD sometime prior to 191^, and to 
locate a birth of a male child born to PARD sometime prior 
to 1914* In this connection, it should be noted that 
referenced airtel reflects that W. D. PARD may have used 
the name FRED DODD and may have lived at Salem, Oregon. 
If any Information concerning W. D, FARD f s marriage or 
the birth of his child is located, Portland should conduct 
logical investigation to locate the former wife and the 
child and then should Interview them for any information 

they may posses^ concerning W. D, PARD* 

1 
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The Washington Field Division 

Will check the records of ONI for any information 
they may possess concerning W. D. FARD and for any 
information that might be shown concerning his founding of 
the NOI and any indication that w. D. FARD might be identical 
with the ABDUL MOHAMMAD mentioned in the above mentioned 
ONI report as being a "first officer" with the NOI. The 
sources of 0NI r s information should be determined if 
possible and should be determined if they are available 
to be contacted by the Bureau. 
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Office ^Lepiofandupi ~* united states government 



TO 



SAC, DETROIT (100-26356*) 



date: December 11, 1957 



FROM 




SUBJECT: 



WALLACE DON r^ORD, was. 
SM - NOI 




L 



Re Chicago latter to the Bureau, October 30", 1957 
25 -367 0-"- 

Photo of WALLACE D. FARAD, in 1933, contained in 1-A 



Serial 9 



Report of SA 
cc Ciaicago, re 




June 1, 19142, at Washington, 



■SMED, was 



TLLIE MOHAMMED stated 



tie was born near Sandersville, Ga,, on August 5> 1891 and 
tils slave name was WILLIE POOLE. WILLIS MOHAMMED advised 



hA ATT ATJ't l.T 

iAW V " 1 i 1 iw| j \J ±' TV 



Serial 10 



■■ST 




Itepor^ 6 

GULAN B0GANS , "was 



"Chicago, ^Tune 13, 19i|2; 

3 report states that a teletype was 

received f rom WF0 on May 11, 191*2 stating that GUIAU B0GANS 
had been apprehended. The Chicago Temple of the moslems 
was located at 10i| East 51st Street. This organization (not 
further described) was founded in 1931 at Detroit* Michigan, 
by W. D. FARD. FARD was reported to have been arrested on 
three occasions in Detroit for teaching Islam. 

Milwaukee teletype on May 19, 19i|2, reflect that the 
the Temple in Milwaukee reflect that W* D. FARD was report 
to be the "ALLAH" of -Islam and in all probability could be 
located at 6026 Vernon Street, Chicago, Illinois. 





Serial li; 



Report of SA 
re' WILLIS KCHA^iD , 




at Detroit, July 10, 19li2, 



Tnis report reflects that VILLIE I-:0H/J\MJr; was born ^ur:ust 5> 1C91 
as TLLIU POOLh. JILLI-j " " .' V.J^j was under indict :ont on two 
counts because L ie refused to register for the draft, ; . ; IL LI^ 
:.G1^; ".^> advised ne met ; V.-:LL.-*Cxj FAYiXD in Detroit in 1931 



ana ^u^-i^ a c 



":nat tirae was 



leader and organizer of the 



Islam reiif lon in L-etroit . _e advised t nat "Vh"-^:; left Jetroit 

in 1933 or 193U ^ n: - ' — £ no idea waere nad could no located at 
Lne present i-ine , 



£-171|fe2-3 



n ...nrny T*ff dated verhber , 1930, re the ,T hoslen 

■r.oiv Tempi© of Islam - Tjezroiz Branch. 



This report states zao ^l-S-J^LOFV.IHT 0 / OUT .C T and the Islam 
Temple cults came In for seme Intensive Investigation by zne 
Detroit Police r^epa r t ne n t in 1933~33 ana tne following infor- 
mation was obtained from the Felice ;:e .^artrcen t records : 



In 1V3W a nan callin- riimseir ty w O* FAED, took ever s? -roup 
of ne r. roe s that :iad been or rani zed bv a no u.ie? i.e^ro namec 
j-obie J. Giiie, as a ; oslem Islamite rrroup. This rroup 
practices the Koslem. relirion. heetm^s were neid at tae 
nones or various ^errfbers of tne group, Tnis group claimed 



to nave bweu originally se r t up in ivij- At some time in tne 
year 1932 or 1933 jor f T ^J-IAS"! became active in the group. 

According to a "Handbook of the Detroit Xegro", published by 
the Minority Stuay Associates, editor ULYSSES BCYllll., an 
organization which called itself zne "DEVSLOK'^T OP 0UP1 CV"xI !T 
was started by a negro n^med GLOKGL o: : IKSS, a city worker, 
as a legitimate political organisation in 1930. A Japanes e 
named Kajor TAK^HASHI took over the organizati on* 

\u T, T2RALT) claimed that lie was the originator of the "D^V^LOPt-iJ 
05 J OUR O'JK" and the Moslem Temple of Islam Cult and cited as 
proof a book that had been copyrignted bv nim in the U.S. Library 



of Congress titled Guidinr Principals" . In 193U 
was given police notice to ^et out of Detroit and jpe left 
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In Detroit between 1931 to 1931; tnere were approximately 700 
members of an organization called "The nation of Islam/' a 
pseudo-religious order in which the members of the above 
organization purported to be allied with, tne : ■iona^iedan religion. 



^o^ort of 




august 19^2, at Cnica 



"O 



re 



ne;;*ro ':^s appro ne need by zhe Cnica^o and 

roiusea to register under the Selective Service Act. 

advised v>e was 



It tod ne 



1 3 r ! T m 



nf' O 1 ^ T>fi I 1 . \ V"l f A-nhi /- /T. ■' .. . . T _ 



:cr a n v ■-> ur josg • 




^en --ostionoc. as to: officials ci to- organization 
r^dvlsod. tOe prophet -o.l criminal loader was ■■' . . ?A 
local leader in Jrlco.ro was iXIXUI i:0 T :o:^D. 
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" rsK, r'-pc-— "* t- ***t ■ 



EA: NALIA KAIlAJTii, was. 



Report of S.i ^^^^^^H I;arca 2u, 1%0, at Detroit, 

j- 

rVAT-rLi-; ■ j, a Japanese , eni ; rated to Canada ■ in approxj mate iy 19 OU 
ur.ero no marrieo. .A.. 1^ OA.A AC CA . In 1921, ..a-k^A emif:raLed 

to Tacoma, ■ .' a s n i n r; ton, v; i u n n ... s w If a ana [a mi iy , ronalnin-.- 
tr.ere until 192b, wn.fi n tie , isappoared in financial disgrace. 
In 1933 he appeared in Detroit, ?:ichlf;an, usinc the name of 

TAAAAAS T II wnere ne became active in promoDinf t ne ne <~ro 

organization "Development of Our Own." A.... married 
::rs . ?AADL r. &i ^:.: o: , narre^, (D^ Kile iOu-1^357) on 

Pebruarv 2L , 19 Ik * who was active in above organization . 

/AAA. '.a war. deported to Japan April 2l>, i9jWi by ll;S witnout 
funds. On August 29, 193^, A; AA,^ arrived at Vancouver, LAC. 
Canada, in possession oi' 2,000., subsequently residing at 
Vancouver, A . f . , vines or anc Toronto, Ontario , Canada, from 
wnicn points r_e directed policies of D000 througn nis wife. 
In September , I93 ,p » a marital rift caused AAAADA to appoint 
C- " C . B/AJ/ir, ne ( cro, as executive. 

Strife witnin the AQOO caused ^AA^iDA to Iiie.^ail^ re - ontor 
zr.e \. . at MfCalo, AY . , on January 11, 1939 usinc the 
name of KU30 an. after conin;- ; lo Detroit, reorganized nis 
loyal followers into the f, 0nward Aovement of America/ 1 On 
June 27, 1939 was arrestee, for illegal entry and 

attempted bribery of U.S. Immigration Inspector, On 

C 1 . f\ +- o, tv\V\ c^ti ? } ■ 1 O -iQ - 1-,} .1 ~~ II ^.Too r-. v*i ^.r H i - d ri C r t ^^^r £i/i 

bribery In federal Court at Detroit , Hicnifran , sentenced 
to three years T imprisonment and ._ l\^uO . fine . 



1 
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62-709-61. -56 

fti.KA hAJLiKE stated tiiat ween no first came to Detroit at the 



insistence or Z e v e r end JO rLri 



oT Tacorca 



vasnington, rie 



resiaea witji j.LLL_l. I v~ L'p .:„L for approxina tely two weeks 
KAKAKU stated ne loft the residence of A BDL L KC^APLjr because 
ne considered F0;]AI\'iLD a fraud. 7oxiowin£ this ne attended 
several coioreo cnurcnes ana freouented tne YNCA's in this 
city and at tne insistence of the colored people whom tie rr.et 
was instrumental in or^:anizin: r the IX)0C v wnicn was incorporated 



'in r.nf! St. sr. t-- r*f 

-J- L % V d>. .X. ^ V ^ .J*. 



L J. 



o r\ 



^ t> O 



cl i ; j. & a u jl i i w a 



started in i?3u although. tLireu'.^out tr.c invos ti ration no one 
couic re-.-e^ber its existence before tne latter oart of 1932 



or 



e oarlv nart c . l r v<^. 



state-;] t <;io 



r ?0G0 nad hr: cor.e 



inactive after nis deportation to Japan in ±931| . 



"The speecn, 1 Japan 1 s Li vine Alssion* was admittedly written 

ov , AT.;, 'ir sr. nr, r. [-.nr. .-ip ^. ; n^t- ■ TT<a -t-w^ ^ -r oymt ^t 1 

i — ■ I, 

tho rr.-: etin ;:;s of el trier organization sponsored nim. fr:e 
speech ']Vo Sinking Ship an<. the Life Boat 1 , was written by 
:«'rs . C '.h-.^.P"' LG IPTLP^ and was read at several of the meetings 



but according to .Lh^-h;^ was too complicated for the people 
to understana, .arL/UL rC'L.y _L mentioned hereinbefore is 
alleged to he deceased at the present time, navin^ died in 
an insanfe nospital . M 



ine xorepoinp paragraph was sez out in the report between 
two paragraphs setting out information furnisned by LALAhS 
curinr an interview. I t is not linpwn wnetner or not 
furnisned tne In.:' oration "re tne death of A3LUL ! KCi-.'A* J !! ,| !!S . ' " 

100-13357-7 




On August 9> 1957, _ 

of L etroit housin g Conmiss ion. 3115 La 
tnat^H^^fl^^H^^^HH^^fc^si^® s a 

her nusband 21 AY A hAKAKL,, wno was a Japanese, 



City 
advised 



since Karen 2 
opinion 




reia lwu taat 
has been deceased 



further advised that in his 
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December 10, 194 2, at 
was . , IS- J; CUSTODIAL AlAAJAAION * 



Report of SA 
Detroit , re 



Information was received that wrote a letter to the 

Governor of T'ichi^an statin- U c^ro soldiers were mistreated at 
.Fort Of. letr-orpe, Oa . stated to his Local Board ne 

would never tai:e the oath to defend the ynitea States* 




On Ar^tombf^^Q^ 19k2?wBKKtm was co n^acted in his home 
-tj^^HHBwic re que s te^cc come to the Detroit ?leid 
C f T^^^^^^^^ttWv view* 

On September 10, 19l|2, 



and was interviewed 





came to t- ,e Detroit O ffi ce 
•^^^Hri|H|ft and ^fl^^^ft 

^oung H.nc. me t a ^an ft 7 Trie 

dark anc was also a "osiem, ^^^^^^^stated that this 
yryiAr:"-'^D founded the jjevo lopmen^^^ ^ur Own anc J . that he joined 
it In about 193^. stated he v;as^^^^te| to i:0HA; f >'^ and that 

rCHA^-ILD died in either 193^ or 1937 anc^^^rcaniz;ation vent 
out of busine ss , T :e sta tes rne ArTUL - OAA* AiIJD nad lived at 
1921 kindle, ^mm^advisod he nad heard a man bv the name 
of . ;1 "AT; S T I nao taken over the 1/000 ana tnat VAAA-'r nad 
told r.Im t-o following storv before A3" UL died: 



;iOHA:a:^D advised 
around 1933 or 193h 




that TAXAII^HI met him, I-:C7:a:::LJ;, 



had met ?a:AAAaSHI as iie 



was always interested in Orientals who came to this 
count r;", and ?A:L : i?-hS'7II, for some reason, i^new about yOAA^LAD 
and looked him up uppn arrival in the United States. KG^AIOl^D 
advised that TAKAI-ASKI was sick and that ne, A BDTJL MOH-'.MI'jliD, 
ana his wife nursed TAKA^Af,!-:! back to nealth. TAICAK^SKI 
told r:0iIA:7' r ijD that -F0HAT-IH2D would never make any money on the 
T.O00 and that he should follow T AAA T "AS:! I f s ways' and they would 
both make money. ^OHAXKiJL then allegedly told TAXAIIASEI 
that he would not rob the Xegro people, as the organization 
was founded to nelp the Nerrroes anc that the majority of ;;e/rroas 
were very ignorant. nOKAKKLD advised Subject that TAICAIIAPIII 
then pot quite ^ngry with aim anc left anc that ne to. 
KORAI^AED that hef would start his own organisation, 
advised that KOVAK'.^ told the police department that anyone 
having one of the D000 cards with TAKA!:ASf T I ' s name on it was 
an outlaw because they were using nis. I "OKA] :'"jbD * s . creation, 
the TX)00. 
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The 1957 Phone Directory lists the f ollow^ri^an^^^ is not 

known if this is I d e n t i c a 1 with the ^^IB^^^^^^^^^^^^B in whom 
you are interested. 




RE: ABDUL VOHAOED 



100-^5j.i9 -29 

This serial is date stamped October 21, 19h2, 



0 T ;A v'lrl> , Abdul ( de ceased ) 
■ etroit , ! ic ,; ,an 




9rH) 



W J. « 



(a) 



care, PftJPRA D , WSftlJ, V.r . (witn ellasesj, 

astec 10/li/l;.2; 
( b ) <;C-rj care , Nation of Islam, a a ted ^j/2.'\f\\d . 



"eating 1' rovxrt : "ub je ct , nej;ro, a * T f irst officer" of 
Detroit n Tempie" of nation of Is lan, no f:ro-monamnedan 
cult, was host of Sa J :akata Taicahashi, a^ent of Black 
"ragon Society of Japan, az time of latter* s arrival in 
letroit in early 1930s. In 1939 TAKAIIASKI advised FBI 
that he came to Detroit at instance of Rev. John VJKITS, 
colored minister in T a coma, Washington, who nad re ceived 

t~\ 1 V"i "1 r> f*l +" A ^y. J*\ «-H ^ "Vl C H V . * A /S +" '"n v-. ^ 1 n n r^. A 1 ? n a rt "T w-. j**. 

O Villi MU-Li -L HULJ:j ii'Ulli. ^U^JUUlfj \JU LL1 W <3.? ±lj £ K UIU^ 'J Ci. ±JcUl« £S O 

in that territory tc proceed to 1'etrcit to work amon^ the 
colored people." TxuLkKASKI saici that ne left Subject 1 s 
home after two week stay because he thought him a "fraud. 
Thereafter, according to TAKAHASHI, he founded an organ- 
ization really fci* the b^st interest of negroes, called 
Development of Our "Own. Meanwhile it is reported that 
Subject is opposition to the doctrine of the Nation: of 
Islam (ref. b) that Negro-Mohammedans did not belong to 
Ame rica and ttiat they were citizens of the F.oly City of 
Mecca, with allegiance only to the Moslem flag, seceded 
and "organized a small Moslem f;roup of nis own in whicn 
the cardinal principle was loyalty to tae Constitution of 
the United States and to its fla£." Subject aied prior 
to 1939* allegedly in an insan^e hospital." 



f! 



- 7 - 
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1 00-660 ^-liiO 




residing at 
'January, 191] when 




ne was mservx 



current actress could be located Tor hin. 



e 



UU'J'M 



BIttCTQl, FBI 



2% W? 




oftt *flirflimi1 




Oa i o aar & 




Bt ChloagO 1«H*T *© *ha tow u datad 
* oaofelonod : a* »bo*o • ', v 



lnvoati«atlon through approprlata mwmi 
at tba Ikilvaralty of ttohigan, toi Arbor* aUohi«aji» failad to 
produca mj moor* of an rattan* DQUI BWTTOI, 

a »0*low of TJnlwalty of 1ttoM-»a Faculty 
And Staff Dlraetoriaa jtoduaod tba nana of an IBDIttfe D* BfeXffOtf, 
who In 193^ was •■ployed a* a taaonlng fallow In Sociology for 
aha ttolvaralty of Mlahlgan and whoae horn* addraea a* Out tin* 
vaa llatad aa Bk7$ D—rbem St»o at» Datroit, Xlafclgan. 

Catalog Offica, WfaraTa^rnafanTgan^nRnSaoT^ 
vroduaad on aloani raord fa* fcKDMJS D. WTfOI woo a ttandod 
th* onlTaralay or Kt«M«an from If $1 nhrongh l«3 f obtaining a 
fop Dagroo In ana lotto* jontv no waJ horn angiitt 17, X0|f* a* 
Thornton, Cntarin, Canada* Staring hi* onrollnant ha Mitt* *• 
aoqaalntanooa who would ha awara of Ala addraaa tha following t 

J. W FaVObE ■ ...^ . - _ „ 



Fndoral Building 




z>i 100-26356 



oonry as tho lust known oddroat for BKCTOI, 2fi Ohandlor Stroot, 
Flint 3, ttiohlgan, vhiah addroaa, ao cording to alu«nl*Mo7d«, 
vaa valid aa of Ha*oh» 1956* 

JHHHHpwrldod a ittmai Flint, 
Mi ah lg an, Fal*1?feoita bixwaiory^notiag that it fallod to oa*ry a 
listing for 8HDKAYV D, WTMOHj hovarar, it did aoataln a 
lit ting for i Mr i> jEgjB HAHH J>* BKTHOT of 212 Chandlar 8trtat« 
Flint. Mlohiffan," ~ / 

' w .3 

Invaatigation if continuing in thia Division 
at tha Flint and Detroit addraaaaa natad In an attempt to 
loaata and intarviaw BETHDH in aocordanoa with ra far ana ad la t tar* 



As will be noted, leads should be set forth 
for Detroit and Flint, Michigan, to comply with the requested 
investigation contained in referenced Chicago letter* It is 
noted that BEYNON is undoubtedly identical with the person 
mentioned in -referenced letter in view of the uncommoness of 
the two first names of this individual and in view of the fact 
that BENYDN was not located as ever being connected with the 
University of Michigan, 

Inasmuch as there is no additional investi- 
gation to be conducted at Ann Arbor, Michigan, it is recommended 
that this case be reassigned to either the Detroit or Flint 
Agent handling the^leads requested* 



f 



i 



. . i ! J 1 ... . . • 



if . 
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Indices Search Stip 

FD-160 (Rey. 6- 1 1-SBT 





Date 


\,TO: *CHIEF CLERK 


lffi/20/57 



Subject 



USIO _ . 



— .__ . _.. - " " 4 1 Imp** Tw^t. A J 



A1, " eB Fred Dodd/^Wali Farradjf Wallace Farad, D. Feraudjf Wallel Ford, 
VJali Moh amnad^P . Mohammad-All^ Farrad Mohammad^ &J* Z> > ; r ^Ay^ 

Birth Data Birthplace 



Address 



Exact Spelling 
All References 

Main Subversive Case Files Only 
Subversive References Only 



Main Criminal Case Files Only 
Criminal References Only 



Restrict la Locality of 



Main Subversive (If no Main, list ail Subversive References) 

t 

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



File & Serial Number 



— ^ — * ^-^ £_ 



,' /A 



/ i n - astr fr 



Remarks 



T 



6 * 



L^l L^.^ ' 





File & Serial Number 



■i ' r ^ £ 



7- 



Remarks 




4^ 




Requested by 



r 



* 



its %.. -fr. ... . 



3Jt 






S<fuad 

#5 




(date) 



(date) X 



\ - Identical 
Nl - Not identical 



ew Symbols 

? - Not Identifiable 
LI ~ Unavailable reference 



Extension 

261 



Til* No. 

100-26356 



^ju**— 

0*1 
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indices Search S\ip 
FD-160 (Bbv, $-1 L-56r 



r 



TO: CHIEF CLERK 
Subject 



Date 



Aliases 



Address 



Birth Date 



Birthplace 



Exact Spelling 
AU References 

Main Subversive Case Files Only 
Subversive References Only 



] 



File & Serial Number 



Main Criminal Cass Files Only 

Criminal References Only 

Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 

Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



Restrict to Locality of 



Remarks 



UIXL 



/Art- A O X>/~ 



File & Serial Number 




■' - (J - 



Remark s 




y 



-V. 

, i ■- " - ■ ■ m 7 mt -i ■ i » rir m- nom — 



Requested by 



OA 





m 



■JX J ^ 



v77 ~Z~~7f 



"7 



i /on-^r^^r/- 1 -/> **** 



*13£ 



k a ■■ u ■ ■ ■— i — - — i<* ^ i nj a w 



Squad 



Searched by 



(date ) 



Consolidated by 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



File Review Symbols 



(dote) 



I 

NI 



Identical 
Not identical 



? - Not identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 



.Extension 




File No 
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Indices Search Slip 
FD-L60 (Rev. 6-11-56)" 





■ 


Date 


TO: CHIEF CLERK 







Subject 



Aliases 



Address 



Birth Date 



Birthplace 



Exact Spelling 
Ail References 

Main Subversive Case Filee Only 
Subversive References Only 



Main Criminal Case riles Only 
Criminal References Only 



r~ I rm 



trict to Locality of 



File & Serial Number 




l -IS 



Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
Main Criminal (If no Main, list all Criminal References) 



Remark s 




"TT r * — I T 



/on- at ? .r^ 





'ULLSiljLllll 




2a 




t»t - 7/ 



4 




File', & Serial Number 
- 1 t>-*h 



Remarks 



^2 



/ 




7^ 



T 




Requested by 



Squad 



i 



Searched by 



(date) 



Consolidated by 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



File Review Symbols 



(date J 



I - Identical 
NI - Not identical 



7 - Not Identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 



Extension 



File No. 
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Indices Search Slip 
TD-I60 (Rev. 6-1I-S6} - 



TO: CHIEF CLERK 



Subject 



Aliases 



Date 



Address 



Birth Date 



Birthplace 



Exact Spelling \ 

All References [ 

Main Subversive Cctbc Tiles Only [ 
Subversive References Only 



Main Criminal Case Files Only 
Criminal References Only 



Restrict to Locality ot 



Main Subversive (If no Main, list all Subversive References) 
Main Criminal (11 no Main, list all Criminal References] 



File £ Serial Number 



Remark s 
7^- 



File & Serial Number 



Remarks 



■//,:■■;///■ 



~7/> A /J. 



7t 



A 
-J 



1 a : 




/ 



v- 



Requested by 



Searched by 



f 



Squad 



(date) 



Consolidated by 



(date) 



Reviewed by 



File Review Symbols 



(date } 



I - Identical 
NI - Not identical 



? . Not identifiable 

U - Unavailable reference 



Extension 



File No. 
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STANDARD FOttM NO. ** 



Office Memorandum 



• UK ' ED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



3AC, Detroit (100-26356 



DATE; 



12/ld/57 



FROM 




SUBJECT: 



.D.FARD 

SM-NOI 



(00: Chicago) 



m/ / Reference is m &de to Chicago letter to the Director dated 
10/3/57 and captioned as above, as well as Detroit letter to the 

Director in the? spfip mf.t-.pr r,r n/s>o/c7 

*. .' *- / y / • 



It is noted that the latter sets out UNDEVELOPED LEADS in 
this Office at Flint and Detroit, Michigan. A review of the 
L*ADS at Detroit appear to be old addresses and former contacts 
of some 25 years ago, while it is noted that the LEAD to contact 
-RD;:a*T D0 A t:e BEITOE at 212 Chandler Street, Flint, 3, Michigan 
was current as recently as I-Iarch 19?6 from the University of 
Michigan Alumni Records. 

Therefore, it is re commended that a LEAD CARD be prepared 
to locate and interview RE IT YON at Flint, Kichi^an in accordance ' 
with the reference letter from the Director. In the interim, no 
effort will be made at Detroit to locate DEN YON at the old addresses. 

UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

THE DETROIT OFFICE, At Flint, Michigan: Will forward to 



j 1 



resident Agency covering serials 5 and 10 of captioned file 
for appropriate handling to locate and interview BENYOH. 



awrm-CN coined 



H 

OA 




/ 



•0 



•\ ,o & 





DZRXCTOft, FBI 



January 17, 195* 



SAC, PBT80IT ( 100-263 56) 



V, D. FASD 
SM - «0Z 



*^» »*niH>iAII 

ALL WHJKWMiTvn 




HEREWtS 
OA 



l^/>/$7 



ftoZKlet 11/29/57 to Bureau tad COlct to bureau 



On January 9. 195S, Mrs. ERDKAWI D. BRTK01I, 212 
C handler Street, Flint. Michigan, advised that her husband, 
KBDKAKN 0. BETOOK, who 'was formerly associated with the University 
of Michigan, had written the article entitled The foodoo Cult 
Aaong negro Migrant ■ in Detroit" • She adrised that bo bad died 
in 19W. She adrieed that he bad obtained the Material for hie 
article by interviewing Members of the group hluelf . She adrieed 
that it was hie idea to write the article aad*e& eoai «f the 
interviews be took either her or his daughter. She related that 
the notes that he prepared while he van in the process of writing 
the article were either lost or destroyed. She stated that she 
eouid not remember any names, addresses or pieces mentioned 
during; the interviews whom she was present* 

She stated that her husband's article was the 
only one written by bin concerning the nation of loin* (101). 
She stated that bar husband was close to n sociology professor 

at the University of Chicago named LOUIS wXKffiU She stated that 
MIRTH and her husband were both interested in the MOX at that 
particular tin* (1937) and it wns her reconecUon that the 

^Se^fne^eievS^ 

nit t*ie individual, and know that bis nana was either F ilD or 
$m>* *be stated tint itwas nleo bar recollection that this 

Broom won actually ~ef Jewish origin *ad bis real nana wns n 
_ wish 
FOR*, 



to 



but not niallar to either FARD or 





"PLEAS 
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OS 1OO«2056 



Ob January 10, 195*, Mrt. MARIOS KXKBSR, 609 _ 
Salter, Pilot , Michigan, advised that aha did accompany bar 
fat bar, IR0MA.MN BEYXOS, on many of the interviews that ha eoadaeted 
relative to the SOI. She atatad that aha remembers the leaders 
name aa being PARAD, but could not remember anything alaa about 
him. and aha did not knew anything about his being of tha 
Jewish nationality aad having aa a true name a Jewish name. Sha 
want oa to explain that LOCTCS VXRTH had dlad la 1952 . tha atatad 
that bar father and a detective from tha Datrolt Polica 
Department who was la charge of tha investigation oa tha croup 
conf arrad with aaeh other quite frequently aad swapped 
information concerning tha group. Sha advised that to h*r 
knowledge har fathar had gotten all of hie la format ton froa 
intervlewe with SOI members or through tha Datrolt Police 
Department. Sha atatad that aha had never seen PARD aa ha had 
already left Datrolt* Sha atatad that aha had visited tha 
University of Islam which was located la Paradise Valley la 
Detroit aad had seen a photo of FARD which was hanging oa a wail 
la a room oa the second floor. Sha advised that this house was 
loeatad close to the polica precinct although she could not 
remember the mm of the street* 

Tha Chicago Division should attaapt to attempt 
to locate any notes or material formerly In tha possession of 
tha late LOUIS VZSTH. formerly with tha Sociology Department of 
the Saiyereity of Ohieego that might help to ideatlfy the man who 

went msuar tha mama o* r nn.u xm uitfvit t ana attempt to x oca to 
any close associates of WIRTH who Sight be in a position to 
furnish information concerning FARD* 




On January 17 » 195*, Sergeemt 
a T Ihtt ISlrSs^ ft?1 ft * Department. Sub vara iva Squad, 
anjnflg^HHnsnmsmsmsP that the re cords of that agency fail to 
reneet any oucn Inveetigetlem or inquiry with regard to Subject 
or collaboration with tha lata Professor SSTSOS. 



* t 
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SAC, DETROIT (100-$£li.9) 



i/iV# 



SAC i CHICAGO (2^-20607) 



UATIOJf OP ISLAM 
IS - NOI 



^ INFORMATION WJT« 






tyHw has furnished reliable informat i on 

in the pfcit ana wh^la In close contact with ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, 
the Hational Laader of the NOI, on January k» 19?8» furnished 
the following Information t ^ 

Informant advised that on Jj 

individual who Identified himself as taaBBtHsBSBsl from Detroit, 
Mlohlcan, contacted CLARA MUHAMMAD (wife of ELIJAH) » He 
atatad that he la an artlat and the person who drew the 
picture "with the jewel a and of Brother ELIJAH about ten 
years ago". He stated, *I am a good Muslim and I have had 
a whole lot of torment the last few days and something is 
trying to kill me to keep ne from helping him (possibly 
ELIJAH) , and told me that I was supposed to help the temple 
raise him up beeause I am a good Muslim and I get messages 
from V. D. MOHAMMED (ph) (W. D, PARD) % 



Detroit la re 
nation eonoeralng 




gted to furniah identifying infor- 



Although It appears tnatl^HsHsV ^ be * psyoopath, 
Detroit is requested to conduot investigation to determine 
If there is any basis for his statement that he is reeeivlng 
messages from V. D. MOHAMMED (W, D. PARD)^ 

Detroit .reply should be dlreoted to 1 Chicago file 
100-3368J (V. D. PARD). 



> - 100-55*9 (101) ^ 




3 - Cm s = 

1 - 25-2060? 

1 - 100-6939 (ELIJAH MUHAMMAD) 
1 ~10o-3ft683 (V. D, PARD) 




_JD0048 ^0 



DIRECTOR, m 



V 



MTROIf (100-263*6) 



*K - MOI 



M01«t to tore** 10/JO/57 f» «*ptic»o4 «*%t< 

Yhi* li %o that *bt *«%rolt flloi ud 

carefully rorltwtd by Correlation Clerk 

•*<! * Correlation Meaoraadtta prepare*. 

a autoetetle eepjr of mm la belag trea»nltto4 herewith 
far the iaforeatioa of Chicajo. 



refere 




, , Xareetifetioa 1* eeatiaulac Is tetrelt to eorer 
th« reaalalag leads Nt forth la relet. 



2 
2 



Bureau (R1QISTSRSD) 
Chicago (lac. 1) ( EX0I5TKRSD ) 
1 - 100~3}6*3 
1 • 25-20607 

Dttroit (100*26356) 



to 




HEfc*»$ 



RATION CONTMB 3 





1 



•' ' ■ - -J -" : * .• . 



V ...ft: -■ 



■ :v, r - 



^ ■ 
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Office Memorandum 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



FROM 



SAC, Detroit (100-26356) 



SA 




DATE: 1/16/58 






subject: WALLACE DON FORD, WAS. , 

SM - NOI 

Re Chicago letter to the Director 10/30/57 

.petrott file 100-6603-140 which 

3/16/43, at Detroit entitle. 

ET AL f INTERNAL SECURITY - J; CUSTODIAL DETENTION; SEDITION; OVER- 
THROW ORDESTRUCTIONOP GOVERNMENT. Page U of this report re flec ts 
that SA SHHHlBBHk interviewe< _ 

^Det^o^^ Michigan on i/6/43._ At that t 

^■■■k the MSTA Temple at Pontiac, Mi chiganV According t» 
several years previously an individual by the name of FARD CpTonetic) 
whom he believed to be an Algerian, was instrumental in having many 
members leave the MSTA and affiliate themselves with a group which 
he refers to as 'MOOSELEMS*. 

■11 ^ LEAD , A T PONTIAC. MICHIGAN: Will attempt tolocateand interview 
^■■■^^HKwho as above reported in 1943 wa ^^flfl|^^Hk 0 ^ the 

MSTA^rel^^Fat Pontiac, Michigan. ^Interview as to^rac^TWat one FARD 
led a sitthiSm from the MSTA. Show^^m attached photograph of W.D. 
FARD, Detroit PD #45138 to determineTf this is the ™"»°™ that led 
the schism from the MSTA. ^ Ju juj^^. c*^~-*fl^ 

For the 1 informant ' jn of the Resident Agency at Pontiac: 

tion to this date at Detroit has failed to locate 





A fPTAW T3T7^TTT7f5fTTCTi 



Assign LEAD at Pontiac. 



liter,.. ,„ ui * t-JiVi A/NEO 





Enclosure-Photgaph of W.D. FARD, Detroit PD 45138. (RETURN PLS.) 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 



Office Memorandum 



to / .-SAC, Detroit (100-26356) 



• UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



date: January 28, 1958 



, t • -irij r ONIONED 




from : Director, FBI (IO5-636M-2) 



subject : WALLACE DON FARD 

SECURITY MATTER - NOI 



Reurlets 10-22-57 and 1-17-58, 

Relet dated 10-22-57 advised that a photograph 
of the subject was available to your office. Relet dated 
1-17-58 advised that Mrs. Marion Kieber, 609 East Baker, 
Flint, Michigan, advised she had accompanied her father 

during the time he conducted many interviews relative to 

the Nation of Islam (NOI). She also stated that she had 
observed a photograph of the subject which was hanging 
on the wall of a building which she apparently visited 
with her father. 

M You should exhibit a photograph of the subject 

j j to M££j_£ieber to determine if he is identical with the 

individual she knew named Farad, who was the leader of the 
I NOI at the time her father was interested in this organization 

1 - Chicago (IOO-33683) (For information) 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 

Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following 

statements, where indicated, explain this deletion. 

fl Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicated below with no segregable material 
available for release to you. 

Section 552 

□ (b)(1) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ (b)(3) 







Section 552a 
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(b)(7)(A) 


n (d)(5) 
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(b)(7)(B) 


□ (j)(2) 


□ 


(b)(7)(C) 


□ 000) 
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(b)(7)(D) 


□ (k)(2) 
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(b)(7)(E) 


□ (k)(3) 
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(b)(7)(F) 


□ (k)(4) 
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(b)(8) 


□ (k)(5) 
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(b)(9) 


□ (k)(6) 






□ (k)(7) 



□ (b)(4) 

□ (b)(5) 

□ (b)(6) 

□ Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to the subject of your 
request. 

D Information pertained only to a third party. The subject of your request is listed in the 
title only. 

C Documents originated with another Government agency(ies). These documents were referred 
to that agency(ies) for review and direct response to you. 

Pages contain information furnished by another Government agency(ies). You will be 

advised by the FBI as to the Readability of this information following our consultation 
with the other agency(ies). 

Page(s) withheld inasmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be 

advised as to the disposition at 5 later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of 

i 
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February 26, 1953 



SAC, DiTEOIT tt60-26356) 



sscuairr kIttxe « ttoi 



S I 




!♦ Barea* letter to Detroit dated Jaaaary 195* 

On February 11, 195*, *ra. MAklON UKBSR, 609 Bast 
Baker, Flint, Michigan, wan shown * phonograph obtained 
frost the Detroit Police Departaeat bearing the data Ma; 
lQlfr. and Dstroit Polioa Departaant Ifoeber 4513* by 3A< 

selse^se^am. OSBSE eta tod that this phetegr*^ ms* tden' 

to tha photograph of the person aba knew to oa named FAfiD 
whose picture aha had seen on tha wall at tha BalYeraity 
of Ielaa eoae twenty years ago while with bar father inter* 
flawing persons who ware Hat ion of Islaa (HOI) aeabera. 

KaWES adrlsod that tha photograph of FAfiD at 
tha Qniveraity af Zalaa either a 5" x *■ or a 10" photograph 
In black and white and was a "glamorised" or touched tip 
picture* aha stated that aha raealla that tha picture waa 
taken froa a 4$ degreo^ angle lmstead of a fall face or a 
profile. 



Mrs. 

ldent if iea t ion 
no doubt 



i£& waa asked if aha waa positive of the 
ie had aade and ahe stated that there was 
alnd that tha two parsons wore the 




i 



» sareaa wmissmwi 
h -T*>-3>6*3i 



411 MeTAMiitinN rnNTifleTD 

nil vwrifWPT mw^i » w w 



, « r Ji 



HEREIN IS UNC 
WT. 






-I? 




UUU52 




St » VOX 
40t 0bl9«O 



Si 






>0» M5T# «*A 




.*»« Ob ttw • 




tftte, 



«f 0 

no rmor& 




t a* 





ftfttlft* 



J** 










-1 r - 




f : - 





UUUt/tJ 





tha ttha* halt aaiag teaim at^Mfe fhar ftnrtfear atata* aha* 
thar hara aamt to aaiia l y yaaldad atthat ad aV a a a 
*a and ta thai* imawXadsa mi aa* tar tha mm* 
_ Mr mldad toartj mt did tfctj *n«w a . 

qr laf amaUon about hSa# Jtt was aaaartalaad m« tbaaa paopla 
t tha i>ai«hb«phaad la « Mixta 1 »a«l*l ana and that M «M In 





ST 



il 14 



ttonlA know mt 



aa far aa 







i*aldanaa«^Ha aald t hat ha waa 



r»oa waa _ .. . _ 

Ha laid ha joiaad tha DaraXapiant aT Our torn a r w a B d^^^la_ 
Patrolt and f j aa adiatalj aaaaaai aaqpalntad with AMLlTODmKD # 
vho» ba alaa haav aa D« ASECU Ha did aat teatr what tha 
lattara *FJ>»" wt for in latta**a nam* Ma aald that aipql 

Iv^SBBaalfltava^ ^WaJl ^h'tvlF ^PV)WKBl^&4MP A ^^JMa^a^OP 4NHk^£ iUfcaJ (JA^ ^^^L^J 




la aald tot vaxfead la 

HiaaV" I aa a tart at 




Datvalt. 



wast a* fa aa? that ha mw fauad awt 

.. A MMhMM UdUI*X4flU!|ki - ■-- * A * * A 



ha Mai 



ami? av, aa aald that a*amt Ifji* mmom 
h, wirtiaTain fait ■ aad ill ad in aha aaaa* maa**< -Mm 
MhSiaTa* §7 W' 

la^|^Ba^^l!aa>^^ a^flMvvM^^L^^vV f^^tM|^^MKS^]^4^ a^((^ ^J^fcJl 

tha asaat data af daath mt AWL " 
#*W ***** that AJDUL KttMiWD dtad U a 
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»— »UmUo« IM W» rtfttMl will fpHavw 
Mnn tt» Pifrtff «l» mt «■* — Will fh il *•* . 




LUatUn m **g*»l «l«f «•» ti * Tit 

tal to ma mMw** ^ ' 




f-.,!^^^.*^^:. t-y^fm. ^ .4ji-.t,iv--jr : . v — -' - ■ it-si 1 ■■■■ s "V ■ < . 
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DIRECTOR $ FBI (105-6361*2) 



Karah 10, 19 £8 



SAO, CHICAGO (100-33^83) 



WALLACE DODD FORD, Vu. 

V. D. Fard, "Allah 1 ; Mohansnad, 
All, Frod Dodd, Vail Farrad, 
wallaee Farad, V. D, Far and, 
Wallace Don Ford. Valel Ford, 
•The Ore at Mahdi*, P. Mohammad - 
All, Parr ad Mohammad 

SECURITY MATTER - HOI 
00 1 CHICAGO 




ReBulet to Chicago January 23, 19$8, enclosing a 
correlation sunsaary prepared at the Seat of Government. For 
the information of Raw York, tha following information it 
presented r 

Ao cording to tha spaeehea and writing* of ELIJAH 
MUHAMMAD, Rational Laadar of tha Ration of Islam (SOI), "Allah" 
earns to Detroit, Michigan from Mecca in 1930 in tha paraon of 
ona W. D. FARD who taught MUHAMMAD for thraa yaara concerning 
Ialam. FARD taught Islam in Detroit from 1930 to 1933 *t which 
time ha was asked to leave Detroit by the Police Department and 
subsequently oane to Chioago, Illinois where ha taught Ialam 
until 1934* at which tin* ha disappeared and nothing has bean 
heard froa him sinee* MUHAMMAD has indicated that FARD returned 
to Maooa. 

Tha philosophy of tha HOI teaohes that FARD arrived 
in tha United State a from Mecca oh July k$ 1930, and that ho 
returned to Maooa after bringing the knowledge of their lew 
identity to the losW ound Ration of Islam which had baen held 
la elavory In tha United State a Tor kOO yaara* Tha ahilosophy 
of tha 101 4* deified FARD end has identified his with the god 

ALLAH* 

Investigation eonduetod by the FBI has identified fard 

as being identical with the subject of FBI Humber £6062 whose 
last known appear anoe was aa arrest In Chiaago, Illinois In 
September, 193J« 

• Bureau (Re els tared) 

- Detroit ( 100-26356 ) ( Regis tared ) 
2 - Vow York (Registered) 
1 - Chleage 



4> 





OO057 HO 



It 



GO 100-33633 

Page 27 of referenced correlation aiusaary ref loots 
information oont alnod in a Detroit repor t dated Novembsr 12, 
19k2> entitled, ^■■■■HHHHBV WflL4 « Et Morrish 
Science Temple of America, IS - J, flusiodial Detention; Sedition. 

Thie report eontained information which was given to 
the Detroit Office by the Hi 0 hi g an State Police In a Memorandum 
dated June 16, 19U2. this memorandum reflected that a V. D. 
PARS- alias Davie SI. 9316 Oakland Avenue. Detroit, was known 
as the Grand Sheik of the Morrish Science Temple of America and 
that he was believed to be from Kansas City, Missouri or from 
Chicago. This memorandum advised that the Moslems were organized 
in Tetroit in 1913 by ROBERT D. OLLIE who wae run out of Detroit 

XSX i7t7 • nopui k lui. mv vwu r>» u • iahj/ a-»w* j»"*«t<» o* — •» 

1930 but was run out of town by the Polios in 193U *nd returned 
in 1936. 

Page 34 of referenced correlation eunmary reflects 
information appearing in lew York report of October 26, 1953* 
regarding ELIJAH MUHAMMAD, Was., MO I, aka. Et al, 3SA 19ij.8, 
Consp lraoY. IS -JLJ^^hlg report reflected that on August 31* 
1953****SSBsiHMHBBSBBBBS*ssBmV * known Moslem, voluntarily appeared 
In the Sew York Offloe. At that tine he advised that in 1951 
he saw the god ALLAH in Hew Tork City at the MCI Temple on U5th 
Street. He pointed out that he could not describe ALLAH but that 
he would certainly be aoxe to identify him if he sajr' him again* 




further ststcdthst^ ALLAH always appeared under 
the name of V. D. FARAD. Wnei^HH^^ was shown a photograph of 
SARD, he was visibly startled ana stared that he would not 
positively identify *» as ALLAH or FARD but^dldindieate that 
it quite possibly was a photograph of hlsu^HJB * dTt ** d **** 
ALLAH resided in the Holy city of Msoea where he always had lived 
and where he would continue to live fa s jovs r* 




The Detroit Division' frost the information reported 
1 letter It would appear that the Michigan State Felloe 
ifueed the, Morrish Science Temple of America with the 
of Islam f however. Detroit is requested te son tact the 
« State Police and determine the source of the information 
Appearing in their neseranduii of June 16, 19i*2# which reflected 
that V. D. FARD alias DAVIS KL, 9316 Oakland Avenue was Or and 
Sheik ef the Morrish Science Temple of America. 
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co 100-33683 



fMVTft 



Detroit should attempt to rtiolrt whether or not the 



*1 ^ — 



u 
m e 



*- 



with the subject of this investigation. If it 1* determined 
that that individual is identical with tho subject of this 
investigation, logical Investigation should bo oonduotod to 
follow his movements sinoo that data and to determine his 
present location* 

T he Kev York Division J. s requested to attempt to 
rein tervlevesSHHf|BH||||||0BSB end determine from him all 
information concerning the atroearenee of ALLAH or V. D. FARD 
at the MCI Temple in Nov York in 1951. 

lew York should advise if the photograph shown to 

was the photograph of the subject of Detroit Polloe 

Department number U513S, Mew York shgul^oonduct all logical 
investigation to verify or dlsproveWsssfl^^ statement that 

FARD or ALLAH appeared at the Sew York Temple In 1951. If 
this information is verified* lev York should eonduct all 
investigation necessary to looate FARD or any information 
eenoernlng him* 
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SAC, Chicago (100*33633) 

conf: 

Director, FBI (105-63642) 




March 12, 135 



NTIAL 



Clan If Is A \ySf?3> . • ■ fa 

Exempt f rV " • - v S^ry'-y. . • / . 



WALLAC2 flO OP FO RD Exempt fr©\i--3 . ^v^ory 

SKCDRITY KATTBR - NOI ^tU of Dau£b>^-i^ i<:,rl 

Re Chicago letters and fi-fB-^e and 

Detroit letter 1-31-53. (J 

Rs Chicago letter 2-38-5$ requested Bureau 
o consider requeeting investigation be conducted in this 




A review of sUSJect 'a Buf ile ref leote when 
interviewed by the California State parole authorities, 
a* a raault of hie arrest In Los Angela* In 1920, the 
subject advised ha was bom 2-25-1391 at Portland, Oregon, 

where he resided until 1913. The only Information In the 
poaaeaaion of the Bureau indicating eubject vac a 
New Zealander la that furnished by subject's former 
ctMuten-lsw wife. Hazel Kveisiser. She admitted she knew 

about subject* a bacltground and considered him a 



New Zee lend *r from hearsay. Further, she advised the 
aubject visited her either In the Sunxaer of 19)2 or 1933 
at which tins he aade the reriark he was returning to 
New Zealand, In thle connection it U noted the subject 
was arreated 5-25-33 at Detroit, Michigan, at which tine 
he waa described as being of Arabian ancestry. After 
leaving Detroit ha was alleged to have taught la lam in 
Chicago until acne time in 1934 when he disappeared. 
Actually, it ie not definitely known if Ford or Oodd is 
subject *e true nana. Aa yet, hie birth haa not been 
verified. Therefore, the Bureau faela investigation in 
New Zealand a&auld be ***** an aaayanoe aecwJlac fwtfcer 

Investigation in thlf wetter, especially investigation 
remieste^ by the Portland division by re Chicago latter 





Lettar 1-31-58 w efleata interview 

alao known aa \ 
vaguely recalled 

_ imm a. «- m*. -at. 

r art land (105-5*4) (inforawtlon) 
Detroit (100-tf 356} 
Loa Angeles (105-*&>5) (Snformtlon) 




CQNFIHWIIAir 




00060 433 



L*tttx> to Chicago f 
B«i WAUJWS DOPD FORD /N/M^ir-,^ J 



the aar ly 1930' s. lite Bureau faals tfcat^^^^V^ should 
be relntarriawed for aaewa of individual* wag wre wwvbers 
of the "Bavalotaawit of Our Own" oult during tb* *arly 
1930»a and any additional Information he ©an possibly 
fumlah regard log subJsot*a aatlrltias in Ovtrelt during 
that paritxj. ^1 

Furt&ar, Bufilaa fail to raflaet atat lrrvaatigatio:;, 
If any, nas bean oottduotad to locate otfwartS Donaldson, wto 

wae arrested with the auto J act In Loa Attgalaa in 199f , San Francis 

latter dated &-27-5V reflected Etonaldeor; as aubjaot'a **partfii»t" . * 
Thla Individual oould poaaibly furrilan background information 
con©eroin& the subject. 

The SKaraeu should be edvlead of the reeulta of 

investigation conducted by the Horn; lulu Off lea aa re<ju*sted 
by Chicago latter dated 10-3-57 cono«rr»ln^ aubjact 1 * fanily • 

The Bureau raaliaaa that investigation in thla rmttvr 
calls for Imagination, initiative, am) raaouraafulnaaa . Agents 
Handling this matter aftould not be aontent to merely cover 
suggested leads, but should thoroughly and logically axe»ftii** 

thla oese and pursue avaif logical load. In thla aanneot Ion , 
the Bureau la closely following this investigation. 



f 



Con f; be 



ill A. 



■CTOtt. fix (ia&-4aft4a> 



Aarll IS. 1»S8 



WAUJCft BQDD Kftfi 
SSCRTfY MeTftt - IOX 



leBulet, i/15/M. 

lb* Bureau feela that tu^aMd aap an df tnr e 
of lBTMUfftUTf ti»e la this aatter la aet earraated. 

The Detroit , Los Angeles , lev VhtIe aMeless 
and the fashlagton Field Office should <&Moiti«w 
lnroe tiga t ion. 

This is to adrlae the Burma that thin ease 
is belag placed la a closed statua la the Chicago Office, 
and no report sill hm auhaitted. 



I - Bureau (MO 
£>. Detroit (lOO-MSft*) (&M) 

1 - boa Angeles (105-4S0S) (UQ 
* - Vev York (tip 

2 - Washington Field (lOO-Mm) (U) 
1 - Chleago 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
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Office Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



FROM 



SAC, B e troit( (100-263561,--' 




DATE: 4/13/5 S 



subject: wALLACIi -CUD j'Gi'ili, -,:as . 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERON IS UNCUSS1F1HL . 




He 



Chicago letter to director, dated 3/10/5&. 

1 



The follorin^ jnvc,; 
^ast Lansing, I~ichi£an, by 

4/o755: 




3 conducted at 



r 



I'lcf sronced letter requeGtecPthat the Detroit 
Division contact the l.£s to determine the original 
source of tno inf omation appearing in thoir monorand-urr: 
of 



"] o; 



ich reflected that 



u » 



alias, Davis 21, 9316 Oakland Ave., v;as Grand Shiek of 



cience Temple of ^merica. ana In an attempt 



the i-ocris/i o 
to resolve vh other or not. the 



VIS 



Heged to be an 



alias of ... /^uj, is identical vith the oubj^ct of this 
investigation . 




chi.-r.n State Police, oecu^K^inv estimation ^quaci, 

East Lansing, I^ich., Khose identity must be protected 

report or c omirani cation at her request ) 



r 



11 *-* v 

LJ. 1 1 7 



• U ' 



11' 



advised tha" 



11* 



'ilc, 



of the * 



t . ll 1— ^ U ^ 



ronce 



contain no additional information regarding ... J. i^-dj, 
having the alias of Javis dl, other than that contained 
in the report dated June 16, 1942, a copy of w.'hich ie 
in the possession of the Detroit FBI Office. 

ccording to the 

report v;hicn ^as v;ritten by^Hi^^HHI^^ then a Kichisan^-j 
State Police detective, and noualrooper stationed to ' 
Station 11 in Eas 
in this matte 
advised tha _ 

from the andfa_s a Patient a 

T 
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DE 100-26356 



/ _ 




approving 
is deceased. 



r.liov;, int erviev; 
apt) earing in the 



J. J. 




Will 



ed June 16, 1942. It 



7"* iT_ 



co^enchid that a co"?v of the report be nade available 



to^BBB^B^ J °° refresh his recollection inasrr^c- 
report is available in the Detroit Office. 
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TO; 
PROM: 

SUBJECTS 

INFORMANT U>h 



DAT - 11/6 /5f 




NOl 
IS - NOT 



ACTIVITY': 



RECEIVED : 



RECEIVED BY: 



Aa INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSin^ 



B who has furnished reliable Information 

in tne pErstj, prcfretrt 

October 2^, 1959 





October 27 



LOCATION: 




personally 



Searche 
Serial! 




Index 
>ile 
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FBI - DETROIT 
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DE 100-55^9 



SYNAPSIS; 



Temple To Detroit* 




Meeting of Twelve Tribes Commit tgz^^^^en 
Mich,, 10/2i;/59e Background of 

DETAILS: 

The report i^ dated October 2k* 1^59, concerning a meetJ 

of the Twelve Tribes Committer held at MUHAMMAD^s Temple #1, 
11529 Linwood, Deirroit, Michigan, the «ame date* 



The rariora tribes met and discussed ways and means 
of raising funds* Imrsrrmcn all groups intend to keep their 
plans secret*, no ^- ^^tion ^ r ar 



ture of the 




earliest DeTTevers and was in the temple daring the days of 

WALLACE PARD, the alleged Mesnrteh. 




______ She c ame to 

continuous residence, *1B^v»aid^ 
cated she was first a ^follower of MARCUS OAR VET. 
Ai J*er li6 Bffl run but of Detroit, WALLACE FARD appeared, according 
to "'"her"' report . "She Tclaims there was once 25,000 holy names on 
the roll of the temple* Stie said the first temple was located 
on Hastings Street near Wilkins Street. For a while things went 
well, she said* She Indicated the turn came when the killing 
occurred and the blame attributed to the Muslims* 



DB '100-55^9 




reported WALLACE FARD a-d ELIJAH POOLE 
were arrested and "tried as leaders of the Muslims shortly after 
the slaying* FARD va5 told to get out of Detroit, she said* 
Prior to leaving PARD designated ELIJAH POOLE minister of the 
group* She said there had been many ministers prior to this time 

t-Vio^r dTI *aat*iaH -hrt -PtiH ciVifi *+m +:a* WATT.Art"R PAT?D HAnc-ntrtH 

Detroit a few days later and a s far as s he knows he has never 
been seen In Detroit since, tfHHHBH|^ 3a 7 3 she believes PARD 
is alive but Indicates she does not know where he is* She said 
she doubted if any of the Muslims know where FARD is e She 
strongly believes FARD was a foreigner and came to America 
from Saudi Arabia* She says she follows ELIJAH POOLE because 
she was present when WALLACE FARD designated him minister and 
leader of the Muslims * She says there are hundreds of old 
Muslims in Detroit but they do not recognize ELIJAH as the 
leader and, therefore, refuse to follow him a 

R OS COTS MAPPS, SR 0 , -spoke to the group and suggested 
he had been In the presence of ELIJAH POOLE during dinner the 
previous day* Apparently ELIJAH sneaked In for a brief visit, 

RECOMMENDATION 

It Is recoronended that a copy of the above memo 
be disseminated to the organizational file and to the files 
of the above Individuals who were noted by the Informant as 
being present at instant meeting for use and possible 
consideration in the next Investigative report submitted 
in each case. 



4 
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SAC, SBTRrjIT (100-55^9) 



SUPER VI SOR 




February 17, I960 



NO I 

IS - 



NO I 




On February 11, 1960, Sergeant VHljUHHHf 3IS # 

MSP r East Lansing, Mlchl^^^a 1 ep honlca^^Ady^eTtha t New 
York State Troopera ^.^H^^^^and 4flfl^^^^^HHt waP * in 

contact with MichiganStat^pSliee ancffl^^^^^^^at e prison 
officials in regard to captioned organisation. The troopers 
had been sent to Illinois and Michigan to discuss police 
problems in handling members of NOT , particularly while 
confined to state prisons. They were also interested In 
information which would assist the New York Attorney General's 
Office in handling petitions to have their "religion* 
recognized by the State in order that they could hold meetings 
within the Naw York state prisons* 




Trooper a^HiHlB^ n ^|^HP contacted the Writer 
on February 12, iToO^ana relTerated the above information. 
They also stated that, if possible, they would like to have 
any information which would establish the whereabouts of 
vf. D. FAR % the originator of the N0I # The troopers advised 
that they realised the confidential nature of our records 
but requested any public source information or other items 
that would be of assistance to them* They were furnished 
with the FBI number and Detroit Police Apartment number of 
FARD inasmuch as the initial check with the Detroit Police 
Department had failed to reveal a police record for PAR 



i 

It is to be noted that extenalre Investigation has 
b«en previously conducted without establishing the whereabouts 
of PAR D at any t*ime since he left Detroit in 193U» 
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THE VOODOO CULT AMONG NEGRO MIGRANTS 

IN DETROIT 

E RDM ANN DOANE BEVNON 
ABSTRACT 

The "Nation of I slim,'" usually known as the "Voodoo Cult," belongs to a chain of 
movements arising out of the growing disillusionment and race consciousness of recent 
Ne$ro migrants to northern industrial cities. The attention oi the general public has 
been directed to sensational episodes in the history of this cult, such as the occurrence 
of human sacrifice, but the reorientation of the^ personality of its members has been 
ignored. The members of the cult have been isoLated from the social organization of 
the community in which they lived, but they have "maintained their functional rela- 
tionship in the metropolitan economy from which they derive their means of livelihood 
and in which they have been able to make more satisfactory adjustment* As a result 
of the teaching of this cult, they have gained a new conception of themselves and regard 
themselves as superior, rather than inferior, to iither people. 

The Negro sect known to its members as the ''Nation of Islam" 
or the "Muslims." 1 but to the police as the Voodoo Cult,* has sig- 
nificance for social science research partly because of its synthesis 
of hetcrogrnrous cultural elements and partly because of its uniqm 1 
expression of race consciousness. If the movement be viewed as the 
life-cycle of a cult, however, its various phases tend to show an 
orderly progression through which the attitudes of its devotees were 
molded to a common pattern. There developed among them a way 
of living which isolated them to a certain extent from all persons 
not members of their cult, even though they themselves remained 
scattered among an urban population of their own race and color. 
In their trade relations the members of this cult have continued 
to live, like other Negroes, within the ecological organization 01 the 
Negro community of Detroit. Their principal occupational adjust- 
ment has been factory labor, and thus the cult members have main- 
tained a functional relationship with the metropolitan economy out- 
side of tfie Negro community. At the same time, however, they 

■Spelling: "Moslem"; pronounced: "Muslim." This is one of the changed pro- 
nunciations by which initiates recognize each other. The Moorish-Americans also are 
"Moslems/' but pronounce the word as spelled. 

■ No effort is made in this paper to trace relationship between this cult and Voodoo- 
ism in Haiti and other Weal Indian islands. The cult received the name "Voodoo" 
solely because of cases of human sacrifice. ■ 
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have severed contacts with the social organization of the community 
in which they live, so that they have gained isolation almost as 
effectively as did the members of agricultural religious communities 

who migrated to new homes, 

THE BEGINNING OF THE MOVEMENT 

The prophet and founder of the cult made his first appearance 
among the Negroes of Detroit as a peddler. Like other Arab and 
Syrian peddlers, he went from house to house carrying his wares. 

He came first to our houses selling raincoats, and then afterwards silks. In 
this way he could get into the people's bouses, for every woman was eager to 
see the nice things the peddlars had for sale. He told us that the silks he carried 
were the same kind that our people used in their home country and that he 
had come from there. So we all asked him to tel! us about our own country. 
If we asked him to eat with us t he would eat whatever we had on the table, but 
after the meal he began to talk : "Now don't eat this food. It is poison for you. 
The [>eoplc in your own country do not eat it. Since thev eat the right kmd of 
food they have the best health all the time. If you would live just like the 
people in four home country, you would never be sick any mort." So we all 
wanted hmi to idi us more about ourselves and about our home country and 

rffhjut how M«-c*mJd be free from rheumatism, achefc a*ul pains. A 

1 

At ihr granger's suggestion a group of people was invited to one 
of the houses visited by him, so that on a particular evening they all 
might hear the story in which all alike were so much interested, 
Accustomed as these people were to the cottage prayer meetings of 
the Negro Methodist arid Baptist churches they found no difficulty 
in holding informal meetings in their homes. 

The former peddler now assumed the role of prophet. During 
the early period of his ministry he used the Bible as his textbook, 
since it was the only religious book with which the majority of his 
hearers were familiar. With growing prestige over a constantly in- 
creasing group, the prophet became bolder in his denunciation of 
the Caucasians and began to attack the teachings of the Bible in 
such a way a* to shock his hearers and bring them to an emotional 
crisis. Brother Chailar ShaVrjefl told of the crisis through which he 

e 

himself passed after hearing the prophet's message; 

* Sistvr Drnkr Majied, formerly, Mrs. Lawrence Adams. 
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The very tint time I went to a meeting I heard him *ay: "The Bible tells 
you that the sun rises and sets. That is not so. The sun stands still. All your 
lives you' have been thinking that the earth never moved. Stand and look 
toward the sun and know that it is the earth you are standing on which is 
moving/' Up to that day I always went to the Baptist church. After I heard 
that sermon from the prophet, I was turned around completely. When I went 
home and heard that dinner was ready, 1 said: '1 don't want to eat dinner. 
1 just want to go back to the meetings/ 1 I wouldn't eat my meals but I goes 
back that night and I goes to every meeting after that. Just to think that the 
sun above me never moved at all and that the earth we are on was doing aU 
the moving. That changed everything for me * 

■1 

The renort of the oroohet's message spread throueh the Neero 

"1. I~ - ^ I' ------ ~CI - —£ ------ L> 

community. Many of those who heard him invited their friends 
and relatives to come to the meetings, appealing either to their 
curiosity or to deeper interests. The attendance at the house meet- 
ings increased so much that the prophet was compelled to divide 
his hearers into several groups, the members of eat h of which were 
permitted to hear his message only at, the time assigned to their 
group. The inconvenience was so obvious that the prophet's fol- 
lowers readilv contributed monev sufficient to hire a hal! which was 

ii-ii^j . __ _ ii_ m 1. 

mieu up as me xempie. 

THE PROPHET 

Although the prophet lived in Detroit from July 4. 19^0! until 
June 30. 1934, virtually nothing is known about him, save that he 

it t ~ tr__j.TJ 1 AL-i 1 f< .. ~ 11 . .J i.U _ M AJ ~f X'.. I. 

iruiH tut j^osl tutu uiai nc i_aiitru uic ikc^jucs uj i*ui 111 

America to enter the Nation of Islam. His very name is uncertain 
He was known usually as Mr. Wali Farrad or Mr, W\ D. Fard, 
though he used also the following names: Professor Ford, Mr. Far- 
rad Mohammed. Mr. F. Mohammed Ali. One of the few survivors 
who heard his first addresses states that he himself said : "Mv name 
is W. D. Fjard and I came from the Holy City of Mecca. More about 
myself I will not tell you yet, for the time has not yet come. I am 
your brother. You have not yet seen me in my royal robes. ' 5 Leg- 
ends soon sprang up about this mysterious personality. Many mem- 
bers of the cult hold that the prophet was bom in Mecca, the son 

of wealthy parents of the tribe of the Koreish, the tribe from which 

4 Brother Challar Shameff, formerly, Mr. Charles Peoples. 

* Interview with Mrs. Carrie Peoples (Sister Carrie Mohammed), 

i 
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Mohammed the Prophet sprang, and that he was closely related by 
blood to the dynasty of the Hasbimide sheriffs of Mecca who be- 
came kings of the Hejsz. He is said to have been educated at a 
college in England, 4 in preparation for a diplomatic career in the 
service of the kingdom of the Hejaz, but to have abandoned every 
thing to bring "freedom, justice and equality/' 7 to "his uncle 1 '* 
living "in the wilderness of North America, surrounded and robbed 
completely by the Cave Man. n * 

There has grown, however, among the members of the cult a 
belief that the prophet was more than man, as Brother Yussuf 
Mohammed claimed: "When the police asked him who he was, he 
said: 'I am the Supreme Ruler of the Universe/ He told those 
police more about himself than he would ever tell us." 



TH£ NEGROES WHO HEARD THE "CALL 



* - s± wiirV JHHKi liiv iiJLt Ling? an<j llccllu tut siiinjgci a mes- 

sage accepted him as a prophet. Many ridiculed his attacks against 
the Caucasians and were angered by his criticisms of the churches 
and the preachers. During the four years of his ministry, however, 
approximately eight thousand Negroes'* in Detroit "heard the call" 
and became members of the Nation of Islam. Interviews with more 
than two hundred Moslem families showed that with less than half- 
a -dozen exceptions all were recent migrants from the rural South, 
the majority having come to Detroit from small communities in 
Virginia, South Carolina. Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi. In- 
vestigations of cult members by the Wayne County Prosecutor's 
office also indicated the same origin. The interviews disclosed that 

* Sister t'arrir Mohammed and certain others claim that the prophet graduated 
from the University of Southern California in Los Angeks 

* Symbolised by the letters F J K on (he Muslim 4k% hanging in the home of every 

cull member. 

1 

1 The American \egroes--"the black men in the wilderness of North America'* — 
are referred to symbolically in the cult ritual as "the uncle of Mr. W. I). Fard" Mos- 
lems of the East—Syrians^ Turks and others— *re referred to as "the second uncle of 
Mr. W. [*, Fard." 

* Prophet W. I). Fard, Twkintfor ikt Lost Found Aorto* of IiUm in a Mathematical 
Way i Problem No. 30. 

» Katimated by officials of the cult. Detectives of the Special Investigation Squad 
of the Detroit Police Department estimate 5,000. \ 
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the Moslems not only had migrated recently from the South, but 
also had visited their old homes in the South one or more times after 
their migration and before they had come into contact with the 
Nation of Islam. Through these visits they had become more con- 
scious of race discrimination on the part of the Caucasians. After 
their brief sojourn in the North they tended to reinterpret with 
sinister implications incidents of race contact in the South. They 
began to realize that lynchings and the indignities of the Jim Crow 
system were perpetrated by Caucasians who worshiped the same 
God as they did and worshiped Him in the same way. In many of 
its parts the Secret Ritual of the cult reflects the aroused feelings 
with which these Negroes returned from their visits to the South. 
"Me and my people who have been lost from home for ^70 years 
have tried this so-called mystery (k)d for bread, clothing and a home 
And we receive nothing but hard times, hunger, naked and out of 
doors. Also was beat and killed by the ones that advocated thai 
kind of God,"" 

The illiteracy of the southern Negroes now seemed dm to Cauca- 
sian °trieknoUogy. ,,IJ "Why does the devil keep our people miter 
Kit? So that he can use them for a lool and also a slave. He keep* 
them blind to themselves so that he can master them.'' 1 

Awakened already to a consciousness of race discrimination, i he>c 
migrants from the South came into contact with militant nu>\e 
ments among northern Negroes, Practically none of them had been 
in the Nor tV| . prior to the collapse of the Marcus Garvev movemnu 
A few of tnem had come under the influence of the Moorish-Amcri 
can cu It which succeeded it. The effect of both these movements 
upon the future members of the Nation of Islam was largely indirect 
Garvev taught the Negroes that their homeland was Ethiopia, The 
Noble Drew Ali, tjie prophet of the Moorish- Americans, proclaimed 
that these people were "descendants of Morrocans." 11 The newer 
migrants entered a social milieu m tvhich the atmosphere was rilled 

» W. P. Fard. Secret Ritual ojtke Nation oj Islam, Part 1 1. &ec. 1 1 This hits lam pre- 
served as an oral tradition, memorized verbatim hy the pupils at tin; t : nivrrsi(y of 
Islam Only a few manuscript copies are extant. 
" A cult term pronounced "trickenotioKy ' 
Fard T Secret Ritual, Pari 1, sec. o. 
i l + Koran Questions for $1 twrish Americans (rhtotpo, r^rS), (>. i^ues! r* 
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with questions about the origin of their people. Long before their 
new prophet appeared among them they were wondering who they 
were and whence thev had come- 

The migrants did not find life in the North as pleasant as they 
had expected it to be, when first they came to the "land of hope/' 
as the North was known in Negro poetry and song. The depression 
deprived them of their means of livelihood t and they suffered their 
first experience of urban destitution. Though public relief came to 
their rescue, the attitudes shown by the welfare agents increased 
their hatred of the Caucasian civilization- Fprced to stand waiting 
for hours to receive their dole, these people began to believe that 
race discrimination was evident in the North as well as in the South. 
The welfare workers -including those even of their own race — be- 
came symbolic o{ all that these people hated. 

An Asiatic trend among \egro dole recipients of the Elmwood district, noted 
at the time as a passing whim, to-day came back with hofror to two women 
welfare workers on learning that the fanatical Robert Harris had intended them 
for human sacrifices as infidels .... Harris stated to the police that each of 
these ^as a "no good Christian," and that they would have been sacrificed if he 
knew where he could have found them. 15 

A further disillusionment came from their own physical discom- 
fort resulting from life in crowded quarters in a northern city. Un- 
accustomed to the climate of the North, and especially to its winters, 
these people soon developed many bodily ailments. Their condition 
is described by the Prophet Fard in his teaching: 

He had fever, headaches, chills, grippe, hay fever, regular fever, rheumatism, 
also pains m all joints- He was disturbed with foot ailment and toothaches. 
His pulse beat more than eighty-eight times per minute: therefore he goes to 
the doctor every day and gets medicine for every day in the year: one after 
each meal and three times a day, also one at bedtime. 14 

The migratus realized that they suffered much more physical pain 
than they had in their old homes. They connected this suffering 
with the civilization of the white man to whose cities they had come. 
Even before they met the prophet, they had begun to blame the 
Caucasian for their aches and pains. 

* Detroit Timts i November 103a. 

J * Teaching for ike Lost Found Nation of I slam in a Mathematical Way, Problem No, 6, 

i 
1 
1 
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THE ORGANIZED CULT 

Maladjusted migrant Negroes came into contact with the prophet 
at the informal meetings in their own homes. With the change to 
temple services the movement took on a more formal character. The 
teaching became systematized, Membership was recognized and 
"registered." The movement itself became organized in a hierarchi- 
cal manner. * 

The prophet's message was characterized by his ability to utilize 
to the fullest measure the environment of his followers. Their physi- 
cal and economic difficulties alike were used to illustrate the new 
teaching. Similarly, biblical prophecies and the teaching of Marcus 
Garvey and Noble Drew Ali were cited as foretelling the coming of 
the new prophet. As additional proofs of his message, the prophet 
referred his followers to the writings of Judge Rutherford, of Je- 
hovah's Witnesses, to a miscellaneous collection of books on Free- 
masonry and its symbolism, and to some well-known works, such 
as Breasted 's Conauest of Civilization and Hendrik van Loon's Siorv 
of Mankind. Since many of these people were illiterate, it became 
necessary to organize classes in Engl&h so that they might be able 
to read "the proofs about themselves/' They were also instructed 
to purchase radios in order that they might listen to the addresses 
of Judge Rutherford, Frank Norris, the Baptist fundamentalist, 
and others. The prophet explained to the people that the recom 
mended books and addresses were symbolic and could be understood 
only through the interpretation which he himself would give at the 
tempie services. The Koran itself was soon introduced as the most 
authoritative of all texts for the study of the new faith. The prophet, 
however, u^ed only the Arabic text which he translated and ex- 
plained to the believers. Here too they were completely dependent 
upon his interpretation. 

To give more systematic character to his teaching, the prophet 
himself prepared certain texts which served as authoritative manuals 
of the religion and were memorized verbatim by all who became 
members of the Nation of Islam. 

The prophet's teaching was in substance as follows: 

The black men in North America are not Negroes, but members of the lost 
tribe dp Shebazz, & to Icq by traders from the Holy City of Mecca 379 years ago. 
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Tki prophet came to America to find and to bring back to Hie hi* long lost 
brethren, bom whom the Caucasian* hid taken amy their language, their 
nation and their nUfioo. Here in America, they were living other than them- 
•etvw. They must fcara that they are the origin*] people, ooMest of the nation* 
of the earth. The Caucasian* are the colored people, aince they have lost their 
original color. The original people must regain their religion, which i* Islam, 
their la n gua g e, which is Arabic, and their culture, which is astronomy and higher 
mathematics, especially calculus. They must live according to the law of 
Allah, avoiding all meat of "poison animal*/' hogs, ducks, geese, 'possums and 
cattish, They must give up completely the uae of stimulants, especially liquor, 
I'hty must clean themselves up — both their bodies and their houses. If in this 
w*y they obeyed Allah, he would take them back to the Paradise from which 
they had been stolen — the Holy City of Mecca. 1 " 

Those who accepted this teaching became new men and women, 
or, as the prophet expressed it, were restored to their original and 

tm# C J'l'tr^e Afi a m 4k WL r ft/ ♦ V« »t> ♦ ^-"l^--* f l/k r*i 4 1 It n T\vnnk **n * .J". 4-1% 

*■* <J^-i ■» i *» Ui UM? J IrO^WLO-UVXI lu^ pi up Lid ^AVC L1XCUI 

back their original names which the Caucasians had taken from 
them. Since a sum of money - usually ten dollars - was required to 
secure the original name, this work must have been extremely profit- 
able in tht prophet Each new believer wrote % separate letter asking 
original name, which the prophet was supposed to know 
through the Spirit of Allah within him. Examples of the changed 
names are. 

j'-avj"- wv-jHTHaw uwa>*V ^Ml k,)llM I ICU 

Lindsey Garrett became Hazziez Allah 
Henry Wells became Anwar Pasha 
William Blunt became Sharrieff Ailah. 

Apparent mistakes sometimes occurred when three or more brothers 
applied for new names, neglecting to mention in their letters that 
they were blood brothers. Thus, despite his omniscience, the prophet 
once gave the surnames of Sharrieff, Karriem, and Mohammed to 
the three Poole brothers. The prophet explained this seeming mis- 
take as due to his divine knowledge of the different paternity of the 
three brothers. ^ 

17 Compiled from the three texts iatued by the prophet. Tracking for the Lest Found 
tfeiien ^ Islam in a M&krmaticol Way, Consisting of 54 problems. Thk text wu 
printed, but given only to registered Mo*Itwi. Secret Ritual trf tkt Nation of I dam, 
Pert (, in 14 sees.; ibid., Pari H, in 40 see*. 

TV Secrtt Ritual was, u>d still 14, transmuted orally. The entire teaching is sym- 
bolic tad can be understood only by the iaitiftto*, 
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The people who secured the new names value them as their great- 
est treasure. "I wouldn't give up my righteous name. That name 
is my life/* 1 * They became so ashamed of their old slave names that 
they considered that they could suffer no greater insult than to be 
addressed by the old name. They sought to live in conformity with 

the Law of Islam as revealed to them by the prophet, so that they 
might be worthy of their original names. Gluttony, drunkenness, 
idleness, and extra-marital sex relations, except with ministers of 
Islam, were prohibited completely. They bathed at least once a 

uaj anu "w^l uivii nuuacs auupuxuuaij' ucqii, av tuai \jA*zy UkL£Ul 

put away all marks of the slavery from which the restoration of the 
original name had set them free. 

The rapid increase in membership made necessary the develop- 
ment of a formal organization. Subsidiary organizations had been 
established as the need for them arose. Chief of these was the Uni- 
versity of Islam to which the children of Moslem families were 
sent rather than to the public schools. Here they were taught the 
"knowledge of our own, " rather than the "civilization of the Cauca- 
sian devils." Courses were given in "higher mathematics," astrono- 
my, and the "general knowledge and ending of the spook civiliza- 
tion/' That women might keep their houses clean and cook food 
properly, there was established the Moslem Girls' Training and Gen- 
eral Civilization Class. Fear of trouble with the unbelievers, espe- 
cially with the police, led to the founding of the Fruit of Islam 
a military organization for the men who were drilled by captains 
and taught tactics and the use of firearms. Each of these organ 12a- 

4 IA n £? nrA* • ■n.rl.n.*- / a -.—.^ ^ ^ C£". „~ *■ ' 1 ~ T _ 1 1 . - 

uuiu n«u UUUC1 LUC LUUUUl UI ft gll/UJJ Ul UlU^ia LI (LILLCU a^CUiUl) 1 

by the prophet for their task. Finally the entire movement was 
placed under a Minister of Islam and a corps of assistant ministers, 
all of whom had been selected and trained by the prophet. Within 
three years the prophet not only began the movement but organized 

it so well that he himself was able to recede into the background, 
appearing almost never to his followers during the final months of 
his residence in Detroit. This was undoubtedly an important factor 
in the cult's survival after the Droohet's departure 

11 Mr*. William MeOoy, renamed Sister ttofta Karriem 

\ 
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SCHISMS AND PERSECUTIONS 

T hKp C#>rt t anno rr*r\ t\\' in t n a npAnkat ■rvs <kcc"* sr^ tiun />ArfA?rt ♦ jt»i ^l-i 

ings which, from the very beginning of the movement, led to schisms 
within the membership of the cult and to persecution from without 
The prophet proclaimed that his followers did not belong to Amer- 
ica. They were citizens of the Holy City of Mecca and their only 
allegiance was to the Moslem flag. Their children must be removed 
from the public schools and sent to the University of Islam. In 
revolt against this position, Abdul Mohammed! one of the first offi- 
cers in the temple, seceded and organized a small Moslem group of 
his own in which the cardinal principle was loyalty to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States and to its flag The attendance officers 
of the Board of Education and the police attempted to break up 
the University of Islam and to compel the children to return to the 
public schools. This led to a severe riot in which the members of the 
cult tried to storm the police headquarters. Fearful of race riots, 
the judges of the recorder s court released with suspended sentence 
almost all of the rioters. Since that time the University of Islam 

More serious difficulties arose over the question of human sacri- 
fice The prophet s position on this question was never made clear. 
He taught explicitly that it was the duty of every Moslem to offer 
as sacriiirc four Caucasian devils in order that he might return to 
his home in Mecca.' M The prophet also taught that Allah demands 
obedience unto death from his followers. No Moslem dare refuse 
the sacrifice of himself or of his loved ones if Allah requires it. On 
November 21. \y$2 r the people of Detroit became conscious of the 
presence of the cult through its first widely publicized human sacri- 
fice. A prominent member, Robert Harris, renamed Robert Kar- 
riem, erected an altat in his home at 1 249 Dubois Street and invited 
his roomer, John j. Smith, to present himself as a human sacrifice, 
so that he might befcome, as Harris said, "the Saviour of the world,*' 
Smith agreed, and' at the hour appointed for the sacrifice — 9:00 
AM, — Harris plunged a knife into Smith's heart. After constant re- 
currences of rumors of human sacrifice or attempted sacrifice, on 
Tanuarv 

*• Fmrd, Secret Rtiud, Part I, v*.. 10. 
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Of one of the assistant ministers, was arrested as he prepared for 
the ceremonial slaying and cooking of his wife and daughter. This 
sacrifice was, as he said, to have "cleansed him from all sin." 

These cases of human sacrifice h*ve directed to the cult much 
attention from the Police Department so that the cult has been 
forced to pursue many of its activities in secret. The question of 
sacrifice has led also to serious internal clashes. "Rebels against the 
Will of Allah," as they are called, have left the Temple and organized 
another Temple of Islam, desiring to remain within the framework of 
the cult but to avoid human sacrifice, the necessity of which as an 

emtatinn nf sin fnrm*; nnp nf th*» mrwet kntUr A*\\*+£*A n.K^rfr qm^n 

the cult members. 

Persecutions and schisms alike have tended to increase the cul- 
tural isolation of the members of this group. The effect of the 
schisms was selective, leaving within the narent organization those 
who were bound together by comrfton attitudes and common loyal- 
ties. Attacks made on the cult by the Police Department have been 
instigated usually by the leaders of Negro organizations. These per- 
secutions have led naturally to a greater solidarity among the cult 
members and to a constantly increasing isolation of the Moslems 
from the other residents of the Detroit Negro community. 

EFFORTS TO EXPLOIT THE MOVEMENT 
Thf* snlidaritv and niltiiraT l'cnlatijtn rvf tka lLf e I <r **%\_ 

dered ineffectual the various attempts made by interested parties 
to redirect the activities of the cult in order to further their own 
particular purposes- The first of these efforts was made by the Com- 
munists in but the cult members rebuffed their appeal. Then 
came Major Takahashi, a reserve Japanese officer, who sought to 
lead the, Moslems to swear allegiance to the Mikado. Only a small 
minority of the members followed him into the new movement he 
organized— The development of Our Own, With his deportation, 
this Schmismatic movement came to nought. An Ethiopian, Wyx- 
zewiiard S. J, ChalJouehliczilczese, sought in June, 1934, to re- 
organize the movement as a means of sending financial support 4o 
Ethiopia. This too, was unsuccessful. At present the members of 
the cult have come under the influence of certain anti-Union inter- 
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ests and talk violently of the war of the C.I.O. against Allah, and 

tk* rtf rumnvincr fmvn th* Plinrt Rarth nil TTninn nrranizerv 

U1V. UWU VyA ft VjAUV » * ■ V»*M. *!■■ «-' A. ■ «« ■ ■I-' K ■ ■ ■ I ■mim* ■■ w w^^-- — —(J — - 

While this trend seems very pronounced at present, it is unlikely 
to leave any permanent impression upon the movement, and still 
less likely to detach from the Nation of Islam any of its members. 

ADJUSTMENTS OF CULT MEMBERS IN THE 
LTRBAN ECONOMY 

At the time of their first contact with the prophet, practically all 
the members of the cult were recipients of public welfare, unem- 

rJn\^rl anrl Hvinff in thf* mnsit HetenorflteH arflftA of Neffro settle- 
ment in Detroit. At the present time* 0 there is no known case of un- 
employment among these people. Practically all of them are work- 
ing in the automobile and other factories. They live no longer in 
the slum section around Hastings Street, but rent homes in some 
of the best economic areas in which Negroes have settled. They 
tend to purchase more expensive furniture, automobiles, and clothes 
than do their neighbors even in these areas of higher-class residence. 
This improved economic adjustment is due, doubtless, partly to post- 
depression conditions of employment and to the increased hiring 
of Negroes as a result of recent labor troubles. The members of the 
cult, however, claim that they have secured work much more easily 
than have other Negroes. They offer thanks to Allah for this evi- 
dence of his favor. To some extent their claim appears to be justi- 
fied, though no statistical study has yet been made of comparative 
unemployment of cult members and other recent Negro migrants. 
Through the Nation of Islam they have gained a new status and a 
new confidence in themselves. When they meet Caucasians, they 
rejoice in the knowledge that they themselves are superiors meeting 
members of an inferior race. Employment managers tend to accept 
more readily persons whose appearance gives evidence of clean liv- 
ing and self-reliance, than those who show the marks of debauchery, 
defeat, and despair. f 

The ascetic manner of life of the Moslems also has contributed to 
their economic improvement. No money whatever is spent by them 
on liquor, tobacco, or pork. Their one meal of the day consists al- 

* Written in August, 1Q37 
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most entirely of vegetables and fruits. Consequently their expendi- 
ture on food is significantly smaller than is that of other Negroes 
in Detroit. This economy in consumption, however, is not extended 
to visible marks of status, such as houses, automobiles, and clothes. 
The prophet taught them that they are the descendants of nobles 
in the Holy City of Mecca. To show their escape from slavery and 
their restoration to their original high status, they feel obliged to 
live in good houses and to wear good clothes. Despite their expendi- 
ture on these items, members of the cult Constantly declare that 
they are ashamed thai they have not been abie to purchase better 
commodities or to rent finer homes. "This furniture is the best we 
could afford to buy here in the wilderness of North America, where 
we have to live other than ourselves. When we go home to Mecca, 
wwk. nil. a,uic mj get i cany goou lunmure. just Ji&e ail our people 
who live there use/ 1 

RELATION TO -OTHER NEGRO CI" ITS 

The story of the Nation of Islam cannot be considered as complete 
in itself. Militant and cuttist movements among migrant Negroes 
in the cities of the North have formed a sort of tree. After one 
branch has grojvn, flourished, and begun to decay, another shoots 
up to begin over again the same cycle, though always with an in- 
creasing degree of race-consciousnes> and an ti- Caucasian prejudice. 

Out of the wreck of the Marcus Garvey movement, there sprang 
Phoenix-like the Moorish- American cult of which the prophet was 
Noble Drew Ali. After this prophet s disappearance and the stabi- 
lization of the movement as a formally organized denomination, 
there sprang up the Nation of Islam. Although the cultural isola- 
tion of the members of this cult has not declined during the three 
years of their prophet's absence, there arc many evidences of the 
loss of militant aggressiveness which once characterized this group. 
The organization also is tending to become more amorphous. From 
among the larger group of Moslems there has sprung recently an 
even more militant branch than the Nation of Islam itself. This 
new movement, known as the Temple People, identifies the prophet, 
Mr. W. D. Fard, with the god Allah. To Mr. Fard alone do they 
offer prayer and sacrifice. Since Mr. Fard has been deified, the 
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Temple People raise to the rank of prophet the former Minister of 
Islam, Rlijah Mohammed " now a resident of Chicago. He is always 
referred to reverently as the "Prophet Elijah in Chicago, 1 ' A former 
assistant of his, the Haitian Theodore Rozier," has become the 
minister and director of the new movement. 

Thus continues the chain of these movements, each running 
through its cycle of growth and decay and all of them interwoven 
as strands of a web. Fundamental to them all is the effort of migrant 
Negroes to secure a status satisfactory to themselves after their 
escape from the old southern accommodation of whit$ and Negro. 

I'mvejrsity of Michigan 

" Hi* slave name was Elijah Poole The prophet conferred on him the nam? of 
"Klijah karriem " The Temple People claim that Mr, W. D> Fard himself changed this 
nam** later U> ''Elijah Mohammed 11 to indicate the higher status to which the minister 
was railed. Moslems opposed to the Temple People deny this and continue to speak of 
"Bmther Klijfth Karriem." 

"One of the newer converts, Brother Theodore Rozier, admit?, that he never saw 
the "Savior," Mr. W. I). Fard, and that he learned of Islam solely through his contact 
with the "Prophet Kljjah Mohanyned " Opponents of the Temple People contend that 
Brother Theodore Rosier Is not qualified 10 he minister of Islam since he received the 
revelation "second- hand." 
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